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WELCOME 
 
 

Dear 2022 Alaska Anthropological Association Meeting Participants, 

Welcome to the second online conference of the Alaska Anthropological Association, 
#AkAA virtual 2022!  This year’s Conference Planning Committee has once again rallied in 
the face of unprecedented time and organized an Annual Meeting that capitalizes on the 
virtual format. By bringing unique sessions and workshop offerings to participants, while 
connecting members in a spirit of scholastic fellowship, the Alaska Anthropological 
Association remains committed to serving as a vehicle for maintaining communication 
among people interested in all branches of anthropology. 

The structure and scheduling of this year’s conference is built on the success of last year’s 
48th Annual virtual meeting. The virtual format is no substitute for in-person meetings, but 
has provided us with the opportunity to collaborate with additional colleagues from across 
the globe, while also offering our Alaskan communities improved access to conference 
presentations and conversations. 

This year’s conference includes at least 90 presentations from the fields of anthropology, 
archaeology, oral history, Indigenous research, and more. We are particularly excited by the 
National Science Foundation’s – Funding Opportunities workshop, panel discussions, and 
Live Behind the Scenes Tour of the University of Alaska Museum of the North. The broad 
range of Indigenous and non-Indigenous voices affords unique perspectives into our 
understanding of this year’s conference theme: The Effects of Climate Change. Such 
changes are without boundaries or borders and have profound impacts on cultural heritage 
in the Circumpolar North. We encourage you to engage in as many of these multi-vocal 
conversations as you can.  

We are honored to welcome Dr. Heather Sauyaq Jean Gordon of the Youth Development 
Program at Child Trends, and Dr. P. Joshua Griffin of the University of Washington as our 
keynote speakers, both of whom have worked extensively on the impacts of climate 
change on resource sustainability, health, and wellbeing within Indigenous communities in 
Alaska.  

A tremendous “thank you” to the entire Conference Planning Committee, volunteers, 
session organizers, and presenters for sharing your voices in this year’s online conference 
and to our generous sponsors for your continued support of the Alaska Anthropological 
Association.  

With best wishes for a great and wonderful conference, 

 

Joshua Lynch, Organizing Chair & Board Member 

Sam Coffman, President Alaska Anthropological Association                         
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CONFERENCE EVENTS 
 

WELCOME, SCHOLARSHIPS AND AWARDS 
 
Monday, February 28, 9:00am - 10:20am, Zoom Main Room 
 
Join us for welcome remarks and to celebrate the opening of the conference 
and the presentation of scholarship and award winners. 
 
 
 

 

JOIN OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP NOW! 

www.alaskaanthropology.org/membership 

 All members receive an annual subscription to the Alaska Journal of Anthropology and the Association’s 

quarterly electronic newsletter. Additional benefits include discounted registration for the Annual Meeting, 

discounted prices on previous print editions of the Aurora Monograph Series and the Alaska Journal of 

Anthropology, access to members-only content on the website, and voting privileges. 
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KEYNOTES 
 

Keynote Speaker 

 

Dr. Heather Sauyaq Jean Gordon 

 

Tuesday, March 1, 9:00am - 10:20am, Main Zoom Room 
 
Addressing Colonization and Historical 
Trauma in Research: Taking an Anti-Racist 
and Decolonizing Approach 

Dr. Gordon is a research scientist II in the Youth 
Development program at Child Trends. She 
was born and raised in Homer, AK on the 
beautiful Kachemak Bay. She is Iñupiaq and an 
enrolled tribal member of the Nome Eskimo 
Community, a federally recognized Tribe. 
Heather has a B.A. in Race and Ethnic Studies 
(University of Redlands, CA), a M.S. in Sociology 
(University of Wisconsin-Madison), and a PhD 

in Indigenous Studies (University of Alaska Fairbanks). She conducted her master’s 
research in Greenland in partnership with Inuit Greenlanders and conducted her 
doctoral work in Alaska in partnership with the Ninilchik Village Tribe. Prior to 
coming to Child Trends Dr. Gordon worked for the Administration for Native 
Americans Division of Program Evaluation and Planning in the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services where she also served as a subject matter expert on 
working with Indigenous people working with the Interagency Arctic Research 
Policy Committee (IARPC) on drafting the Arctic Research Plan (ARP) 2022-2026 and 
the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy on documents and work 
around Indigenous Knowledge. Dr. Gordon’s research experience includes 
participatory work with Indigenous youth, families, and Elders around colonization 
and historical trauma, culture as a protective factor, futures research, Indigenous 
self-determination, sustainability, health, and wellbeing, missing and murdered 
Indigenous people, social inequality and stratification, and restorative justice. She 
advocates for research with Indigneous Peoples to be asset-based and involve co-
production, respect of Indigneous sovereignty and self-determination, privileging 
Indigenous Knowledge, and engaging in free prior and informed consent. For her 
publications please go to: https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Heather-
Gordon/research 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.researchgate.net%2Fprofile%2FHeather-Gordon%2Fresearch&data=04%7C01%7Cjlynch8%40atu.edu%7C336b4412e8a240e0134c08d9e755980a%7C7db7ffd2db6d4416bd6d71f1de7994d2%7C0%7C0%7C637795177093207395%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=fI2UaxtTJwfhbrWfLEjyDVv8W6GLIrIQ7hEwE%2B6CWI4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.researchgate.net%2Fprofile%2FHeather-Gordon%2Fresearch&data=04%7C01%7Cjlynch8%40atu.edu%7C336b4412e8a240e0134c08d9e755980a%7C7db7ffd2db6d4416bd6d71f1de7994d2%7C0%7C0%7C637795177093207395%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=fI2UaxtTJwfhbrWfLEjyDVv8W6GLIrIQ7hEwE%2B6CWI4%3D&reserved=0
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Keynote Speaker 

 

Dr. Joshua Griffin 

 

Thursday, March 3, 9:00am - 10:20am, Main Zoom Room 
 
Polar Science at a Human Scale: Engaged 
Ethnography and Sea Ice Praxis in Kivalina, 
Alaska. 
 

Dr. P. Joshua Griffin is an assistant professor at the 
University of Washington, jointly appointed in American 
Indian Studies and the School of Marine and 
Environmental Affairs. He is a scholar of settler descent 
specializing in Indigenous studies, critical 
environmental anthropology, climate change, 
environmental justice, and political ecology. Dr. Griffin 
is facilitator of the Engaged Ethnography Lab (ee-
lab.org) and PI on several community-engaged 

projects focused on scientific co-production, climate adaptation, and health and 
wellbeing in Northwest Alaska. He holds a PhD in Sociocultural Anthropology from 
the University of Washington and an M.Div. from Harvard Divinity School. This talk 
describes a two-year, ongoing collaboration between Kivalina Search and Rescue, 
the City of Kivalina, and the Polar Science community at the University of 
Washington. Coordinated and co-directed by Dr. P. Joshua Griffin, this project uses 
engaged ethnographic methods to co-produce sea ice science, land-based 
curriculum, and strategic planning to support resilience, food sovereignty, and 
collective continuance among local institutions.   
 

  

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fee-lab.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cjlynch8%40atu.edu%7C40b604a103184c1eccf608d9ef43e132%7C7db7ffd2db6d4416bd6d71f1de7994d2%7C0%7C0%7C637803897096247324%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=rAwliJL3yE6vbnfmW6ipmlVVgYaiy3HrPFz6QpMU97M%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fee-lab.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cjlynch8%40atu.edu%7C40b604a103184c1eccf608d9ef43e132%7C7db7ffd2db6d4416bd6d71f1de7994d2%7C0%7C0%7C637803897096247324%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=rAwliJL3yE6vbnfmW6ipmlVVgYaiy3HrPFz6QpMU97M%3D&reserved=0
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WORKSHOP - FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES AT NSF 
 

Organizer: Erica Hill 

 

Monday, February 28, 1:20pm - 3:20pm, Zoom Room A 

 

This workshop will consist of an overview of Arctic Social Science funding 
opportunities at the National Science Foundation. Dissertation, post-doctoral 
fellowship, and standard research grants will all be discussed, followed by attendee 
Q&A. 
 

VIRTUAL SHOWCASE PANEL DISCUSSION 
 

Organizer: Josh Lynch 

 

Wednesday, March 2, 9:00am - 10:20am, Main Zoom Room 
 
The virtual format of the 49th Annual Meeting of the Alaska Anthropological 
Association presents a unique opportunity to highlight programs, projects, 
institutions, and voices from around the globe that make our Association 
exceptional. Please join us in exploring these perspectives in a novel ‘Virtual 
Showcase’. Meeting participants can find a series of informative, educational, and 
engaging videos submitted by Association members and community partners 
hosted on the Alaskan Anthropological Association YouTube channel for the 
duration of the Annual Meeting. The ‘Virtual Showcase’ will feature a pre-recorded 
address contributed by Ruth Miller and Meda Dewitt, key voices in understanding 
the effects of climate change in indigenous Alaskan communities. This will be 
followed by a brief Discussion and Q&A with panelist Joshua Lynch (Arkansas Tech 
University), Elizabeth Cook (USAG Alaska), Briana Doering (University of Wyoming), 
and John Blong (Washington State University), and representatives from the Yukon 
Beringia Interpretive Centre, all of whom have contributed to the Showcase.  
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FILM - ICE EDGE - THE IKAAĠVIK SIKUKUN STORY 
 

 Organizer: Sarah Betcher 
 

Thursday, March 3, 2:00pm - 4:00pm, Zoom Room B 
 

Climate change is disrupting ecosystems, landscapes and seascapes that 
indigenous communities have depended on for countless generations. Five years 
ago, facing momentous changes in coastal sea ice, Iñupiaq residents of the Native 
Village of Kotzebue, together with scientists from Columbia University and the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks, co-developed questions to understand changes 
going on within Kotzebue Sound, and how the community’s future might be 
affected by climate change. The project, called Ice Bridges, or Ikaaġvik Sikukun in 
the Iñupiaq language, melded indigenous observations, monitoring from aerial 
drones, geophysical measurements within the ice and water, and ocean and marine 
mammal science to address questions forged through this dialogue. Sarah Betcher, 
documentary film producer and owner of Farthest North Films, and member of 
HOCVS, just launched the film Ice Edge - The Ikaaġvik Sikukun Story which 
chronicles the years-long study and the relationships it forged. It explores lessons 
that can inform efforts around the world to bridge local and western science when 
tackling challenges where the impacts of climate change are greatest. The film 
offers a detailed view of these realities for both the natural environment and the 
Native residents. Footage in the 80-minute film were taken from the air, on and 
under the ice, and in Kotzebue itself. 
 

VIRTUAL TOUR - UA MUSEUM OF THE NORTH  
 

Organizers: Scott Shirar and Sam Coffman 
 

Friday, March 4, 9:00am - 10:20am, Main Zoom Room 
 

Join us for a behind-the-scenes tour of the University of Alaska Museum of the 
North and learn how we care for 2.5 million objects among ten different research 
disciplines representing millions of years of biological diversity and thousands of 
years of cultural traditions in the North. 
 

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING  
 

Friday, March 4, 3:00pm - 4:00pm, Zoom Room A 
 

Join us to hear an update on association finances and activities, meet new board 
members, and remember colleagues.  
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SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE 
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Zoom Room A: Meeting ID: 893 6245 6345 Passcode: 837261  

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89362456345?pwd=WS9Nenp5UHZoeVMxZUJUN1Z5bnkyZz09  

 
Zoom Room B: Meeting ID: 815 4560 2289 Passcode: 761978 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81545602289?pwd=aGI2RG5vT3RYbFNpNlU0dXRJbzFHUT09  
 
Presenters should arrive in your Zoom Room at least 15 min. before 
the start of the session. Attendees are encouraged to arrive at least 
5 min. before the start of a session so that you can be let in from 
the Waiting Room by the Session Organizer or Moderator. 
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MONDAY SESSIONS 
 

SESSION 1 

Cloaked in Mist: The Cultural Heritage and Archaeology of Prince of Wales Island 

Organizers: Shona Donnelley and Risa Carlson 

Monday, 10:40am - 1:00, Zoom Room A 

This session presents new perspectives on cultural heritage and archaeological studies 
from Prince of Wales Island in southern Southeast Alaska made possible by an agreement 
between the Forest Service, Tongass National Forest, Alaska State Historic Preservation 
Office, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, and the Alaska Mental Health Trust 
Authority Land Office. Since time immemorial, Alaska Natives have continued to have a 
close connection to the land and sea. Multiple perspectives, including living cultures, give 
new voice to the past. New archaeological discoveries on Prince of Wales Island further 
illustrate the continuity of resource and landscape-use by ancestral Native people across 
time. Over the past few decades these discoveries have changed how we view the 
archaeological record and how archaeological investigations are conducted. In 2009, a 
Predictive Model for finding early Holocene sites based on the age and elevation of marine 
deposits revolutionized survey methods and rapidly increased the number of known sites. 
Since then, sites of all ages have been discovered correlated to their elevation on the 
present landscape. This session is specifically designed to allow Indigenous members, 
archaeologists, and students with a space to share their knowledge. 

10:40-11:00 Shona Donnelley / Observations from an Archaeologist: Archaeological 
Investigative Methods on Prince of Wales Island and Vicinity 

11:00-11:20 Risa Carlson / From Late Holocene to Early Holocene: An Upper Terrace Site 
at Dargun Point CRG-387 

11:20-11:40 Allison Neterer / Early Holocene Lithic Reduction Strategies at the Kilgii 
Gwaay Archaeological Site, Haida Gwaii 

11:40-12:00 Nick Schmuck / Geoarchaeology, LIDAR, and Oral Histories: What else lies 
beneath the Forest? 

12:00-12:20 BREAK 

12:20-12:40 Stormy Hamar / Wondering Through Time with a Southeast Alaskan Haida 
Dugout Canoe Maker 

12:40-1:00 Lydia Mills / Understanding Tlingit World View in an Archaeologic 
Framework 



19 
 

SESSION 2 

The Words We Use: The Language of Anthropology 

Organizers: Monty Rogers and Kaare Sikuaq Erickson 

Monday, 10:40 - 1:00, Zoom Room B 

From those just starting to those with extensive experience in any field, its practitioners 
must learn the lingo, to create, describe, and support concepts in their area of study. 
Sometimes the phrases and words we use date back to the origins of the field of study and 
sometimes the words are of recent origin. Communicating the importance of cultural 
heritage can be difficult at times, especially when attempting to bridge differing 
perspectives of and familiarity with the past. Complex or controversial projects can 
complicate communicating the importance of cultural heritage even more. This session 
examines anthropologists word choices for describing their research methods and results 
along with communicating their research with Tribes, the public, clients, and peers. Our 
word choices can have effects and meanings beyond their dictionary entries. This session 
offers individuals in circumpolar anthropology an opportunity to present on perspectives, 
data, and suggestions regarding the issues raised above, in the format of presentations 
followed by a virtual roundtable discussion. 

10:40-11:00 Monty Rogers / We Can Do Better Than “Prehistory” and “Archaeological” in  
  Alaska Anthropology 

11:00-11:20 Hannah Atkinson, Shina duVall, Justin Junge, Jillian Richie, and Melissa 
Shaginoff / Anthropology on Indigenous lands means honoring Indigenous 
place names 

11:20-11:40 Gerad Smith / What's in a name? Would that which we call The Past by any 
other name sound just as sweet? 

11:40-12:00 Sveta Yamin-Pasternak and Igor Pasternak / The “Bering Food Bridge” 
between “the Raw and the Cooked:” on the Anthro-speak of Food and Cuisine 
in Chukotka and the Neighboring Alaska 

12:00-12:20 BREAK 

12:20-12:40 Jake Anders / Cultural Clearances and SHPO Permits: Communicating in the 
CRM context 

12:40-1:00 Kaare Sikuaq Erickson / Family (Pre?)History 
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TUESDAY SESSIONS 
 

SESSION 3 

New Archaeological Research in the Middle Tanana Valley 

Organizers: François Lanoë and Gerad Smith 

Tuesday, 10:40 - 2:20, Zoom Room A 

Containing extensive preservation of over 14,000 years of human occupation, the Middle 
Tanana Valley of central Alaska continues to host numerous archaeological projects. The 
purpose of this symposium is to bring together and present new investigations and findings, 
highlighting how a diverse array of methods are being applied toward our understanding of 
multiple aspects of past life ways. 

10:40-11:00 François Lanoë, Joshua Reuther, Charles Holmes, Ripan Malhi, Kyndall 
Hildebrandt, Kelsey Witt, and Alida de Flamingh / Large Canid Remains from 
Late Pleistocene and Early Holocene Occupations of the Middle Tanana 
Valley 

11:00-11:20 Brian T. Wygal, Kathryn E. Krasinski, Charles E. Holmes, Barbara A. Crass, and 
Kathlyn M. Smith / Mammoth Ivory Rods from the Middle Tanana Valley, 
Alaska 

11:20-11:40 Gerad Smith / The Potlatch House at the Pickupsticks Site 

11:40-12:00 Josh Reuther, Jeff Rasic, Ben Potter, Chuck Holmes, Sam Coffman, Evelyn 
Combs, Briana Doering, Julie Esdale, François Lanoë, Gerad Smith / Obsidian 
Procurement and Use in the Middle Tanana Valley 

12:00-12:20 BREAK 

12:20-12:40 Yu Hirasawa, Eugénie Gauvrit Roux, Yan Axel Gómez Coutouly, and Charles E. 
Holmes / Evaluation of the Swan Point CZ4b Microblade Assemblage 
through Comparison of Microblade and Burin Technologies in Beringia 

12:40-1:00 Julie Esdale, Robert Sattler, and Angela Youine / Small Stone Points of 
Interior Alaska 

1:00-1:20 Briana Doering, Kenneth Hladek, Sebastian Wetherbee, Molly Heron, Josh 
Reuther, and Julie Esdale / Establishing Site Extents and Activity Areas at 
three sites in the Middle Tanana Valley using Ground Penetrating Radar, 
Auger, and Test Excavations 
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1:20-1:40 Jennifer Kielhofer / Soil bacterial compounds and temperature 
reconstruction at early archaeological sites of the Middle Tanana Valley, 
central Alaska 

1:40-2:00 BREAK 

2:00-2:20 Don H. Butler, Ben Potter, and Josh Reuther / Progress on the 
Geoarchaeological Characterization of the Loess-Paleosol Sequences on the 
Shaw Creek Bluff 

SESSION 4 

Contributed Papers in Cultural Anthropology 

Conference Organized 

Tuesday, 10:40 - 1:00, Zoom Room B 

10:40-11:00 Yoko Kugo, Michael Koskey, Go Iwahana, Shirow Tatsuzawa, Kazuyuki Saito, 
Yu Hirasawa / Community-based Participatory Food Life History Projects in 
Siberia and Alaska 

11:00-11:20 Anne Lally and Caroline Funk / Who tended the gardens? Tracing Unangax̂ 
foodways through the historical record and beyond 

11:20-11:40 Nina Shultz / Conceptualizing Indigenous Knowledge among the Yup'ik 

11:40-12:00 Hannah Zimmerman / Towards A Remote-Rural Alaskan Economic Indicator: 
An Ethnographic Survey Examining Community Safety and Wellbeing in 
Bristol Bay (Iilgayaq), Alaska 

12:00-12:20 BREAK 

12:20-12:40 Stacey Fritz / Pre-fabricating Alaskan Housing Security?  A COVID-times 
ethnographic inquiry into housing and innovative Arctic shelter solutions 

12:40-1:00 Melina Arciniega / Every Speck of Water 

SESSION 5 

Beringia: Shared Heritage 

Organizer: Evguenia Anichtchenko 

Tuesday, 2:00 - 5:00, Zoom Room B 
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Defined as the land and maritime area between the Lena River, the Mackenzie River, the 
Chukchi Sea and the Kamchatka Peninsula, Beringia is the link between Eurasia and North 
America with twenty thousand years of human history and interaction. Today this shared 
heritage unites Canada, Alaska and Russia. This session highlights recent research in 
Beringia, conducted both in conjunction with the NPS Shared Beringian Heritage Program 
activities and in the larger context of international collaboration in the region.  

2:00-2:20 Victor Dyakonov and Alexei Yaglovsk / Recent Survey of ancient Eskimo  
  dwellings on the Medvezhyi Islands Archipelago in the Eastern Siberian Arctic   

2:20-2:40 Natalia E. Belousova, Alexander Yu. Fedorchenko / The most ancient leaf-
shaped thin bifaces of South Siberia as the forerunner of bifacial technologies 
in Beringia? 

2:40-3:00 Alexander Fedorchenko / New data on the earliest Upper Palaeolithic 
personal ornaments of Kamchatka 

3:00-3:20 Evguenia Anichtchenko / A bronze medallion from the Native village of 
Kiŋigin (Wales), Alaska: an attribution attempt 

3:20-3:40 BREAK 

3:40-4:00 Jason Rogers / A wooden hunting bow from Lake Clark National Park and 
Preserve 

4:00-4:20 Hannah Atkinson / Qatŋut: Celebrating the Legacy of Trade, Dance, and 
Connection at Sisualik 

4:20-4:40 Amber Lincoln, Varpu Lotvonen, Patrick Plattet / Co-curating the visual 
histories and legacies of Alaska reindeer herding 

4:40-5:00 Natalia Tatarenkova / Systematic approach to place name research: 
Commander Islands case study 

 

WEDNESDAY SESSIONS 
 
SESSION 6 

Climate Change, Accelerated Erosion, and Cultural Heritage Management in Alaska 

Organizers: Shina duVall, Jonathan Flood, and Anne Jensen 

Wednesday, 10:40 - 3:00, Zoom Room A 
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Cultural heritage sites across Alaska are increasingly threatened by erosion due to climate 
change and its secondary effects. Coastal and riverine sites are particularly vulnerable to 
changes in waterways, extreme tides, shifting sea ice, variability in freeze-thaw cycles, 
permafrost thaw and thermokarst, and subsidence. This session will examine sites from 
diverse geographic locations across Alaska which are experiencing the detrimental effects 
of erosion, and the efforts that are being made by communities and heritage management 
professionals to respond. 

10:40-11:00 Patrick Saltonstall / Erosion and the Archaeological Record of the Kodiak  
  Archipelago: A View from Sitkinak Island 

11:00-11:20 Shina duVall / Stepping Back from the Edge: Working Together to Rescue 
the Ascension of Our Lord Church in Karluk, Alaska 

11:20-11:40 Esther Babcock / Ground-penetrating-radar investigations to locate burials in 
Karluk, Alaska 

11:40-12:00 Rick Knecht / Climate Change and Preservation at the Nunalleq Site, 
Quinhagak, Alaska 

12:00-12:20 BREAK 

12:20-12:40 Jonathan Flood and Sarah Cash / Bank Erosion, Landslides, and 
Archeological Resources at Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park. 

12:40-1:00 Leslie McCartney / Observing the Effects of Climate Change in Two of 
Alaska’s National Parks Project Jukebox 

1:00-1:20 Kelsey Pennanen / Digitizing and Documenting Change of Ice Patch 
Landscapes in Southern Yukon 

1:20-1:40 Katelyn O'Keefe / Documenting and Monitoring the Impacts of Climate 
Change on Heritage using UAV Photogrammetry: A Case Study from 
Qikiqtaruk, Yukon 

1:40-2:00 BREAK 

2:00-2:20 Martin Callanan / Glacial Archaeology as a ritual of cultural loss? 

2:20-2:40 Anne Jensen / Approaches to Eroding Sites: Lessons Learned 

2:40-3:00 Anjuli Grantham / Emergency Preparedness and Disaster Response for 
Alaska Heritage 
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SESSION 7 

Recent Archeological and Historical Research at Chernofski Village on Unalaska Island, 

Alaska 

Organizer: Michael R. Yarborough 

Wednesday, 10:40 - 3:20, Zoom Room B 

This group of papers focuses on recent archaeological and historical research at Chernofski 
Village (UNL-0034), a large Unangax settlement on Unalaska Island that was occupied from 
at least 3,000 years ago until the late 1920s. In 2019, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
determined that planned removal of contaminants associated with World War II (WWII) 
activities at Chernofski Harbor would have an adverse effect on the village site. In 
compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and based on the 
stipulations of a Memorandum of Agreement, Cultural Resource Consultants LLCs 
archaeologists undertook a Phase III investigation during June and July of 2019 that 
included excavation of a representative area of the village. Historical research and analysis 
of the recovered cultural material was completed in November 2021. Fifteen Alaskan 
archaeologists, historians, and architects contributed to the final report. 

The abundance of archaeological data from the site presented the opportunity to study 
many topics of interest, including trade, change through time, seasonality, regional variation, 
and how best to utilize archaeological data from damaged sites. Historical records, aerial 
photographs from WWII, surface indicators, and subsurface testing revealed that portions of 
the site had been lost or disturbed, but excavations in 2019 proved that substantial 
archaeological materials still remain. Our conservative estimate is that the Chernofski 
Village site has an area of 18,000 m2, and averages 3 m deep. 

10:40-11:00 Michael R. Yarborough / Recent Archeological and Historical Research at  
  Chernofski Village on Unalaska Island, Alaska 

11:00-11:20 Kelly A. Eldridge / Impacts of "Benign Neglect" on a World War II Cultural 
Landscape 

11:20-11:40 Amanda Welsh / Analysis of Wood Framed Building Remnants at Chernofski 

11:40-12:00 Douglas W. Veltre / Chernofski Village: Archaeological and Ethnohistorical 
Background to the 2019 Project 

12:00-12:20 BREAK 

12:20-12:40 Debra Corbett / Along the Path of Solov'ev and Korovin there remained only 
destroyed yurts 

12:40-1:00 Roberta Gordaoff / Unangan Place-Making at Chernofski 
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1:00-1:20 Evguenia Anichtchenko / From Unalaska to Chernofsky and back again: 
historic kayaking routes in the Central Aleutian Islands (and beyond) 

1:20-1:40 Daniel Thompson / First evidence of the post-contact at Chernovsky Village, 
Unalaska Island. Results of 2019 excavations 

1:40-2:00 BREAK 

2:00-2:20 Aubrey Morrison / Visualizing Historic Chernofski  

2:20-2:40 Linda Finn Yarborough / Historic Fabric from Excavations in 2019 at 
Chernofski Village, UNL-0034 

2:40-3:00 Hollis A. Reddington / (Roughly) 3,000 Years of Lithic Tool Specialization at 
Chernofski 

3:00-3:20 Haley K. McCaig / Modified Bone Analysis of Chernofski Village Site (Ikalga). 
Results of 2019 Excavations. 

 
THURSDAY SESSIONS 

 

SESSION 8 

Anthropology by Alaska Native Researchers 

Organizers: Norma Johnson and Gerad Smith 

Thursday, 10:40 - 11:40, Zoom Room A 

This session is designed specifically for Alaska Native/First Nation anthropologists and 
students to discuss their work. The purpose of this session is to specifically bring together 
and highlight any anthropological research driven by Alaska Native students, researchers, 
and communities, and provide commentary and critiques of the current state of the 
discipline in the northern regions. We kindly ask that all papers submitted for this session be 
either solely authored or first authored by individuals who identify as Alaska Native, Native 
American, or First Nations. 

10:40-11:00 Norma Johnson / Tribal Consultation in Section 106 in Alaska 

11:00-11:20 Evelyn Combs / Naltsiin Anthropology, an Oral Tradition 

11:20-11:40 Kyle Wark / Piloting a Cultural Resilience scale for Alaska Native peoples 
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SESSION 9 

Virtual Career Insights Forum 

Organizers: Marine Gillespie, Ruby Fried, and Shina duVall 

Thursday, 10:40 - 1:40, Zoom Room B 

This forum will provide emerging professionals an opportunity to network with and hear 
presentations from individuals with a wide variety of experience in the field. Professionals 
will talk candidly and share information about how they chose (or stumbled onto) their 
career path, the challenges or pitfalls they encountered, and the lessons they’ve learned 
along the way. They will be available for informal and truthful conversations about working 
in anthropology, archaeology, cultural resources, museums, social science and humanities, 
etc. 

What does a day-in-the-life of an anthropologist, archaeologist, or cultural resources 
professional really look like? What are the day-to-day tasks and skills that are really 
important in this work (perhaps unexpectedly so)? What do you wish you’d learned about 
your profession in school? What have you had to learn on the job? What would you do 
differently if you could start over, knowing what you know now? 

10:40-10:50 Aaron Leggett / President Native Village of Eklutna; Senior Curator, Alaska  
  History & Indigenous Culture, Anchorage Museum 

10:50-11:00 Jennifer Shaw, PhD / Senior Researcher, Southcentral Foundation Research 
Department 

11:00-11:10 Norma Johnson / Cultural Preservation Coordinator, Chickaloon Traditional 
Village Council 

11:10-11:20 Julie Esdale, PhD / United States Army Garrison Fort Wainwright, Colorado 
State University (CEMML) 

11:20-11:30 Monica Shah / Deputy Director of Conservation & Collections, Anchorage 
Museum 

11:30-11:40 Kevin Huo / Host, Speaking of Anthropology Podcast/Radio Show / 
Innovation Fellow, Alaska Fellows Program 

11:40-12:00 Questions / Discussion  

12:00-12:20 BREAK 

12:20-1:40 Open Discussion Amongst Emerging and Seasoned Professionals in 
Anthropology 
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SESSION 10 
 

Contributed Papers in Archaeology 1 

Conference Organized 

Thursday, 12:20 - 3:20, Zoom Room A 

12:20-12:40 Richard VanderHoek, John Jangala, and Joshua Reuther / The Recovery of an 
  Antler Atlatl from Tangle Lake, Tangle Lakes Archaeological District 

12:40-1:00 Audra Darcy / Human Paleoecology from a ~14,000 yr Pollen record, Tangle 
Lakes, Alaska 

1:00-1:20 Juliette Taieb, Claire Alix, Glenn P. Juday, Owen K. Mason / Tree ring dating of 
Birnirk and Thule timbers (900-1700 CE) - A contribution to characterizing the 
Medieval Climate Anomaly in northwestern Alaska 

1:20-1:40 Constance Thirouard and Claire Alix / A Spatial Analysis of Ernest S. Burch’s 
Ethnohistorical Model 

1:40-2:00 BREAK 

2:00-2:20 Jason Rogers / Two Archaeological Birch Bark Canoe Fragments from the 
Yukon River 

2:20-2:40 Scott Shirar, Jeff Rasic, Adam Freeburg, and Josh Reuther / Feniak Lake and  
  the Non-Coastal Ipiutak Sites of Alaska 

2:40-3:00 Jason Miszaniec and Isabelle Paulsen / Among Fish and Flies: Preliminary 
results of zooarchaeological and paleoethnobotanical analysis of sediment 
samples from Nukleet (NOB-001; 1185-1465 cal CE), Norton Sound. 

3:00-3:20 Molly Odell, Amy Steffian, and Patrick Saltonstall / Alutiiq Rock Art: Abstract 
Petroglyphs from the Kodiak Archipelago 
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FRIDAY SESSIONS 
 

SESSION 11 

Student Papers in Anthropology 

Organizer: Sally Carraher 

Friday, 10:40 - 12:00, Zoom Room A 

Current and recently graduated students are invited to submit papers on research, field 
school and practicum or intern experiences, or theoretical topics within any subdiscipline of 
anthropology. Paper presentations must be the original work of the student presenter. 
Topics should include one or more of the following: Original research (data collection or 
analysis) done by the student; Research design or discussion of ethical considerations or 
community-engagement for a project or program the student is directly involved in; Or first-
hand experiences by the student in the case of discussing a field school, internship, or 
practicum experience or project. 

10:40-11:00 Nathan Mitchell and Hollis K. Miller / Secrets of the Shrubs: Using 
dendrochronology to establish fine-grain chronologies for historic 
archaeological sites in Kodiak, Alaska 

11:00-11:20 Itzel Yarger-Zagal and Christina Edwin / Día De Los Muertos in Alaska: 
Indigenous Practices Honoring Life and Death from Mexico to Alaska 

11:20-11:40 Benjamin Miller / SedaDNA Recovery from the Central Aleutians Upland 
Archaeological Project: Methodological Development and Preliminary Results 

11:40-12:00 Brooke Fisher, Kevin Huo, and Sheri Karikomi / Come Clubbing with Us! A 
Community Update by the UAF Student Anthropology Society 

 
SESSION 12 
 

Contributed Papers in Archaeology 2 

 

Conference Organized 

 

Friday, 10:40 - 2:20, Zoom Room B 

10:40-11:00 Lorena Medina Martínez / Spanish Identity Through the Material Remains of 
the First Cathedral of New Spain 
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11:00-11:20 Nils “Buster” Landin / A Review of the Antiquity and Distribution of Intertidal  
  Fishing Technology in Southeast Alaska and Future Research Inquiry. 

11:20-11:40 Hollis K. Miller / Learning from Ing’yugmiut: Fieldwork and Storytelling at the 
Ing’yuq Site (KOD-114) 

11:40-12:00 Kathryn E. Krasinski, Fran Seager-Boss, and Angela Wade / Community 
Archaeology in the Matanuska Watershed 

12:00-12:20 BREAK 

12:20-12:40 James Kari / The Role of Dene Geo-linguistic Information in Alaska Prehistory 

12:40-1:00 Abigail Judkins / Market Integration and Human-Environment Interactions in 
Northern Alaska: Data from the Walakpa Site 

1:00-1:20 Miranda LaZar / Human-Bird Interactions at Palangana: Analysis of Lagopus 
Remains from a Nunamiut Residential Site in Alaska 

1:20-1:40 Caroline Funk, Nicole Misarti, Lorrie Rea, and Julie Avery / The long history of 
mercury in Aleutian marine food webs, Year 2 of the Aleutian Mercury 
Dynamics project 

1:40-2:00 BREAK 

2:00-2:20 Sean Teeter / Preliminary Results of 2021 Data Recovery Mitigation for the 
Sterling Highway Realignment within the Squilantnu Archaeological District 

 
SESSION 13 
 

Poster Presentations 

 

Conference Organized 

 

Friday, 12:20 - 1:40, Zoom Room A 
 
12:20-1:40 Linda Finn Yarborough / Faunal Remains at Chernofski Village (UNL-0034), 

with Particular Attention to Seasonality and Temporal Consistency of 
Northern Fur Seal 

 
12:20-1:40 E. Gauvrit Roux,  Y.A. Gómez Coutouly, Y. Hirasawa, and C.E. Holmes / Human 

Adaptability to Late Glacial Environments: New Perspectives from Analysis of 
Procurement, Production, and Use of Stone Tools of Swan Point CZ4b, Alaska 
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12:20-1:40 Sebastian Wetherbee, Briana Doering, Josh Reuther, and Carol Gelvin-
Reymiller / Life Along the Lakeshore: a Faunal Analysis of a Late Holocene 
Lakeside Site in Interior Alaska 

 
12:20-1:40 Charles Holmes, Ben Potter, and Joshua Reuther / An Updated Synthesis for 

the Cultural Sequence in the Tanana Valley, Alaska 
  
12:20-1:40 Jane Smith / The Shell Midden of Southeast Alaska 
 
12:20-1:40 Risa J. Carlson, PhD / Archaeological Investigations Along  the West-Central 

Coast of Prince of Wales Island: Early Holocene to Contact 
 
12:20-1:40 Steve Lanford / Identifying Canned Army Rations in Early 20th Century Alaska 
 
12:20-1:40 Paulina Rudnicka-Kępa / Impact of river runoff on heavy metal 

concentrations in bottom sediments of West Spitsbergen fjords in the era of 
climate change.  
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PAPER & POSTER ABSTRACTS 

[1] Jake Anders (DOWL) 

Cultural Clearances and SHPO Permits: Communicating in the CRM context 

SESSION 2: The Words We Use: The Language of Anthropology 

Cultural Resource Management (or CRM) is a field of applied anthropology that is largely 
driven by the need for public and private entities to comply with state and federal laws 
which govern the management of ethnographic, archaeological, and historic heritage 
resources. CRM practitioners are often seeking to balance an intrinsic tension between 
desires for preservation with the goals of governmental, private, or other project 
proponents. Communicating between these viewpoints can be challenging, as there are 
typically many parties which each have their own experiences and vocabularies, all of 
which must be interpreted via the language of CRM laws and regulations.  

[2] Evguenia Anichtchenko (NPS Shared Beringian Heritage Program) 

A bronze medallion from the Native village of Kiŋigin (Wales), Alaska: an attribution attempt 

SESSION 5: Beringia: Shared Heritage 

The archaeological collection of the Smithsonian Museum of Natural History contains a 
peculiar bronze medallion. Measuring to 7 cm in diameter, this medallion depicts a horse-
like creature resembling some late medieval finds in Siberia. According to the provenience 
record, the artifact originated “from an Eskimo grave in the Native Village of Wales” and was 
purchased from a local citizen by Clark M. Garber, Superintendent of Education at Cape 
Prince of Wales, between 1927 and 1933. This paper attempts to shed some light on cultural 
attribution and history of this object. 

[3] Evguenia Anichtchenko (NPS Shared Beringian Heritage Program) 

From Unalaska to Chernofsky and back again: historic kayaking routes in the Central Aleutian 

Islands (and beyond) 

SESSION 7: Recent Archeological and Historical Research at Chernofski Village on Unalaska 
Island, Alaska 

Reconstruction of traditional pathways is both promising and challenging area of our study 
of the past, particularly in the case of water routes, which rarely have material markers. Yet, 
information about such routes is preserved in oral lore, place names, and some historic 
documents.  In October of 1861, Unalaska priest Innokenty Shaishnikov traveled from 
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Unalaska to Chernofsky utilizing traditional Unangan kayaks. His journal offers a glimpse of 
logistics, including portage across Unalaska Island, information about landing spots, speed 
of travel and other day-to-day details of kayak voyaging. This paper maps his voyage and 
discusses the value of Russian priest travel journals for understanding ancient routes of 
Alaska. 

[4] Melina Arciniega (University of Alaska Fairbanks) 

Every Speck of Water 

SESSION 4: Contributed Papers in Cultural Anthropology 

The phenomenon of choosing to live without indoor plumbing is a frequent occurrence in 
Fairbanks, Alaska. Colloquially called “dry cabin living,” this is the byproduct of regional 
pressures and allowances.  My research begins with economic information in concurrence 
with water source, governance, and distribution. Complemented with data from a survey of 
32 participants, a unique set of techniques that accommodate this culture of cautious 
resource consumption, creativity, and resilience is revealed.  Examining this lifestyle is 
helpful to identify adaptations to changing environmental and economic conditions wherein 
residents have acquired means of community self-sustainment despite a variety of 
challenges. 

[5] Hannah Atkinson, Shina duVall, Justin Junge, Jillian Richie, and Melissa Shaginoff 

(National Park Service) 

Anthropology on Indigenous lands means honoring Indigenous place names 

SESSION 2: The Words We Use: The Language of Anthropology 

The problem has been named: archaeologists and researchers across fields have 
participated in the colonial act of naming field sites. Deepening a discussion started at the 
2021 Annual Meeting, NPS anthropologists discuss opportunities to honor Alaska’s 
Indigenous place names in field research including pre-fieldwork considerations, field 
documentation, and post-fieldwork engagement with communities. Engagement with 
communities means sincere and meaningful listening when having conversations about 
place names with communities and Elders in particular. Melissa Shaginoff will provide 
feedback based on her experience with Land Acknowledgement workshops around the 
state.   

[6] Hannah Atkinson (Western Arctic National Parklands, Cape Krusenstern National 

Monument, Noatak National Preserve, Kobuk Valley National Park) 

Qatŋut: Celebrating the Legacy of Trade, Dance, and Connection at Sisualik 
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SESSION 5: Beringia: Shared Heritage 

In Kotzebue, Alaska, community members come together every other summer to host 
Qatŋut, a cultural celebration rooted in one of the oldest and largest gatherings in Iñupiaq 
country: the Sisualik Trade Fair. Qatŋut today is the result of a cultural revitalization effort in 
1996, led by Iñupiaq leaders, which set out to improve current life and wellbeing through a 
relearning of Native traditions in response to social ills brought by ongoing colonization 
(McNabb 1991, NPS 2019). Trade fair organizers searched for an Iñupiaq term to describe the 
event, initially calling it Kattivik, and settling on Qatŋut, which translates to a gathering of 
people from different nations (Burch 2006). In 2019, the National Park Service (NPS) joined 
the Tribal leaders of the northwest Arctic in planning and carrying out the event, while at the 
same time researching the history of the Sisualik Trade Fair and adding to the oral history 
record. 

[7] Esther Babcock (Logic Geophysics & Analytics LLC) 

Ground-penetrating-radar investigations to locate burials in Karluk, Alaska 

SESSION 12: Contributed Papers in Archaeology 2 

Climate change can exacerbate erosion in coastal environments.  Where cemeteries are 
impacted, grave locations need to be accurately determined for mitigation efforts.  Ground-
penetrating radar (GPR) provides one tool for non-invasively locating marked and unmarked 
graves.  Here, we use GPR at a cemetery in coastal Alaska, to provide georeferenced maps 
of grave locations in support of efforts to preserve the site against coastal erosion. 

[8] Natalia E. Belousova (Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography, Siberian Branch, Russian 

Academy of Science, Novosibirsk, Russia), Alexander Yu. Fedorchenko (Institute of 

Archaeology and Ethnography of the Siberian Branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences: 

Novosibirsk, Russia) 

 

The most ancient leaf-shaped thin bifaces of South Siberia as the forerunner of bifacial 

technologies in Beringia? 

SESSION 5: Beringia: Shared Heritage 

According to current data, the technology of producing leaf-shaped bifacial points existed 
in Siberian Upper Palaeolithic 50 thousand years ago. Based on the study of archaeological 
collections, geological and mineralogical surveys and experiments, we reconstruct the 
technologies of bifacial production of the most ancient Upper Palaeolithic sites in Siberia. 
Comparing the already known and newly obtained data, we discuss the possible origins of 
the bifacial technology that became widespread in Beringia at the end of MIS-3 â€“ the 
beginning of MIS-2. This study was supported by Russian Science Foundation (Project#–20-
78-10125). 
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[9] Don H. Butler, Ben Potter, and Josh Reuther (University of Alaska Fairbanks) 

Progress on the Geoarchaeological Characterization of the Loess-Paleosol Sequences on the 

Shaw Creek Bluff 

SESSION 3: New Archaeological Research in the Middle Tanana Valley 

The clarity of forager and wildlife dispersals throughout Eastern Beringia hinges on our 
understandings of interrelationships among ecosystem service functioning, habitat 
reconfiguration, and adaptive responses. Geoarchaeological studies of pedogenesis are 
providing important insight into these relationships at local scales. This paper reports recent 
work at loess-paleosol sequences on the Shaw Creek Bluff. Our recent work investigates 
trends in geochemical weathering, mineralogy, organic matter composition, and local 
vegetation change. Focusing on the Camp and Mead sites, we evaluate multiproxy 
evidence for soil formation, moisture availability, and plant communities in the Shaw Creek 
Bluff environment over the last 14,000 years. 
 

[10] Martin Callanan (Norwegian University of Science and Technology) 

 

Glacial Archaeology as a ritual of cultural loss? 

 

SESSION 6: Climate Change, Accelerated Erosion, and Cultural Heritage Management in 
Alaska 
 

Glacial archaeologists have in recent years been recovering more and more objects from 
sites in different parts of the globe. The discoveries justifiably attract much attention both in 
the media and elsewhere. The various finds discovered on melting glaciers and ice-patches 
in the mountains around the world, are all important to us and to our knowledge of the past. 
But do we sometimes focus too much on the successes? What about the knowledge being 
lost, the sites never surveyed, the objects never recovered? In this presentation, I want to 
suggest perspectives that focus more on the cultural loss associated with melting ice 
patches and the heritage emergency that is ongoing in the alpine zone. This also provides a 
way of introducing related themes such as climate injustice and climate grief to the 
discussion. 

[11] Risa J. Carlson (U.S. Forest Service, Tongass National Forest) 

From Late Holocene to Early Holocene: An Upper Terrace Site at Dargun Point CRG-387  

SESSION 1: Cloaked in Mist: The Cultural Heritage and Archaeology of Prince of Wales 
Island 
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In 1992, Forest Service archaeologists recorded culturally modified trees, fish weir stakes, 
and a shell midden exposed in the roots of a fallen tree near Dargun Point, on Prince of 
Wales Island, Alaska. Twenty-seven years later Forest Service archaeologists returned to 
learn more about the site as part of the mitigation for a large-scale transfer of land from 
federal ownership to the Alaska Mental Health Trust. A resurvey of the site revealed at least 
four different terrace elevations, and archaeological testing showed multiple periods of 
utilization, including an early Holocene occupation with a younger intrusion, each with 
distinctive lithic artifacts.  

[12] Risa J. Carlson (U.S. Forest Service) 

Archaeological Investigations Along  the West-Central Coast of Prince of Wales Island: Early 

Holocene to Contact 

SESSION 13: Poster Presentations 

In 2019 and 2020, Forest Service archaeologists surveyed the west-central coast of Prince 
of Wales Island in support of a land exchange between the State of Alaska Mental Health 
Trust and USDA Forest Service. A total of fifteen new cultural resources were found and 
evaluated for significance, and two known sites were re-evaluated. This poster summarizes 
the discoveries and discusses how changing Holocene sea levels have resulted in once-
coastal sites of different ages being found at varied elevations today. 

[13] Evelynn Combs (Healy Lake Village Council, Fairbanks) 

Naltsiin Anthropology, an Oral Tradition           

SESSION 8: Anthropology by Alaska Native Researchers 

Alaska Anthropology shares a unique and recent history with the land and it's first 
inhabitants. In this paper the anthropology of these first inhabitants within the Upper Tanana 
and their outlook on the recent immigration of western scientists and their methods will be 
examined. Over a hundred years of relationship building, story sharing, and collaboration 
have drastically reshaped the way Anthropology is done in this interior region. By examining 
the creation of these relationships and sustained efforts through time this paper will detail 
the highlights of anthropology and the efforts of those scientists who laid the foundation for 
us to gather today. 

[14] Debra Corbett (Nanutset Heritage) 

Along the Path of Solov'ev and Korovin there remained only destroyed yurts 

SESSION 7: Recent Archeological and Historical Research at Chernofski Village on Unalaska 
Island, Alaska 
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Three years after the first landfall in the eastern Aleutian Islands in 1759 the Unangan 
people had had enough of the interlopers and attacked.  By March 1764 189 Russian and 
Siberian hunters were dead and four ships destroyed.  Twelve survivors were saved by the 
timely arrival of two Russian ships. Western Unalaska was ground zero for the resulting 
retaliation. This paper briefly outlines the involvement of, and consequences to, several 
western Unalaska villages from the war and aftermath. 

[15] Audra Darcy (UAF and UConn) 

Human Paleoecology from a ~14,000 yr Pollen record, Tangle Lakes, Alaska 

SESSION 10: Contributed Papers in Archaeology 1 

A ~14,000-year pollen record from Glacier Gap in the Tangle Lakes provides insight into 
paleoenvironmental change, resource distribution, and human land-use patterns in the 
uplands (~500 masl) of the Alaska Range. Changes in habitat availability for grazing, mixed-
feeding (bison, caribou, elk), and browsing (moose) herbivores correspond with changes in 
human settlement and subsistence systems. Results indicate the Alaska Range was 
occupied when herbivores were most predictable and abundant on the landscape. This 
occurred in more homogeneous environments that were predominately supported by 
grazing or browsing habitat. This research expands upon ecological perspectives about 
upland-land-use in the interior of Alaska. 

[16] Briana Doering (University of Wyoming), Kenneth Hladek (University of Wyoming), 

Sebastian Wetherbee (University of Wyoming), Molly Heron (University of Wyoming), Josh 

Reuther (University of Alaska Museum of the North), and Julie Esdale (Colorado State 

University) 

Establishing Site Extents and Activity Areas at three sites in the Middle Tanana Valley using 

Ground Penetrating Radar, Auger, and Test Excavations 

SESSION 3: New Archaeological Research in the Middle Tanana Valley 

The Middle Tanana Valley is known for deeply stratified archaeological deposits that can 
preserve traces of human behavior that span nearly 15,000 years. Yet, this context can 
present a challenge when starting investigations at previously untested sites: where to dig? 
Subsurface features and main activity areas are typically obscured by thick loess deposits. 
This issue is particularly important at sites that are time consuming and/or costly to access 
due to their remote setting. To identify methods that might improve our ability to target key 
activity areas within archaeological sites, we employed an iterative ground penetrating 
radar, auger, and test excavation strategy at three sites in central Alaska during the summer 
of 2021: Niidhaayh Na' (XBD-110), Bachner (XBD-155), and Swan Point (XBD-156). We will 
present the results of this pilot research and the potential for identifying central activity 
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areas at other sites in central Alaska using this systematic strategy. 

[17] Shona Donnelley (U.S. Forest Service, Tongass National Forest) 

Observations from an Archaeologist: Archaeological Investigative Methods on Prince of Wales 

Island and Vicinity 

SESSION 1: Cloaked in Mist: The Cultural Heritage and Archaeology of Prince of Wales 
Island 

In 2009, Forest Service archaeologist Risa Carlson, Ph.D., and Forest geologist James 
Baichtal, Sc.D. (Hon.), began testing a predictive model designed to locate early Holocene 
archaeological sites on Prince of Wales Island and vicinity. The model revolutionized the 
way archaeologists viewed the local landscape. While working to refine the model, Forest 
Service (FS) archaeologists observed that specific terrain features and new-wave 
technology could be used to further hone investigations across high probability areas. This 
presentation is a collection of observations detailing how FS archaeologists direct their 
archaeological investigations to better target cultural resources on Prince of Wales Island. 

[18] Shina duVall (NPS) 

Stepping Back from the Edge: Working Together to Rescue the Ascension of Our Lord Church in 

Karluk, Alaska 

SESSION 6: Climate Change, Accelerated Erosion, and Cultural Heritage Management in 
Alaska 

In August 2021, the Ascension of Our Lord Chapel in Karluk, Alaska was moved inland 
approximately 80 feet from the precarious bluff edge where it was situated; a first step 
toward its permanent relocation and restoration. Built in 1888, it is one of the oldest 
standing, still-used Russian Orthodox churches in Alaska. The nationally-significant, multi-
component site also includes outlying structures, archaeological material associated with 
the site’s 6000+ year occupation, and the community cemetery. Learn how a dedicated, 
multi-disciplinary team of community, private, non-profit, state, and federal partners 
continue to work together to find creative solutions for this important place. 

[19] Victor Dyakonov (Yakutsk Complex Laboratory of Archaeology of the Far North 

[ArcheoFarN], Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography of Siberian Branch of the Russian 

Academy of Sciences) and Alexei Yaglovsky (Arctic Research Center of the Republic of Sakha 

[Yakutia]) 

Recent Survey of ancient Eskimo dwellings on the Medvezhyi Islands Archipelago  

in the Eastern Siberian Arctic   
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SESSION 5: Beringia: Shared Heritage 

Remains of ancient people’s dwellings on Medvezhyi Islands - a remote Arctic archipelago 
located in the East Siberian Sea north of the mouth of the Kolyma River – were first reported 
by the 18th century polar explorers. In 1995, the islands were explored by archaeologists of 
the Prilenskaya Archaeological Expedition. In 2021, a new archaeological survey of the 
islands was organized to assess archaeological sites in the newly formed Medvezhyi Islands 
Nature Preserve. This paper discusses the survey’s results, including documentation of nine 
paleo-Eskimo dwellings and surface finds. 

[20] Kelly A. Eldridge (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers) 

Impacts of "Benign Neglect" on a World War II Cultural Landscape 

SESSION 7: Recent Archeological and Historical Research at Chernofski Village on Unalaska 
Island, Alaska 

During World War II, Chernofski Harbor served as an important storage and supply transit 
point for materials and personnel headed to Fort Glenn on nearby Umnak Island. The 
remnants of that transshipment facility are still visible today, primarily as scars and 
depressions on the landscape. This paper examines why the Chernofski Harbor WWII 
Historic District (UNL-235) was determined to be eligible for listing in the National Register 
of Historic Places, despite the decades of “benign neglect” that included ranching activities, 
materials scavenging, and natural weathering and erosion. Information potential and recent 
data collection efforts are discussed. 

[21] Kaare Sikuaq Erickson (Ikaagun Engagement) 

 

Family (Pre?)History 

SESSION 2: The Words We Use: The Language of Anthropology 

Raised in rural Alaska as Inupiat, I was taught our Native people have lived in Alaska since 
time immemorial. Surrounded by ancestral “old sites,”  I never doubted family and 
community educators who said our history runs back deeper than 10,000 years. After being 
drawn to anthropology, specifically as an opportunity to learn about my peoples’ history, I 
was introduced to and expected to accept a notion that has never sat well with my 
personal and professional conscience: the concept of prehistory. This presentation offers an 
Alaskan Native anthropologist’s reflection on deeply rooted issues regarding explicit and 
implicit use of the concept of prehistory in Alaskan anthropology.  
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[22] Julie Esdale (Colorado State University) and Robert Sattler (Tanana Chiefs Conference) 

 

Small Stone Points of Interior Alaska 

 

SESSION 3: New Archaeological Research in the Middle Tanana Valley 
 

Small stone projectile points have been found in late Holocene contexts at two sites in 
interior Alaska. In the Upper Yukon River, the assemblage is dated to the eastern lobe of the 
White River ash and is associated with native copper and Copper River obsidian. The other 
assemblage is undated from the middle Tanana River area. Their size suggests arrow 
points, and the dating is consistent with the late Holocene transition to bow and arrow 
hunting technology known from the Yukon ice-patch record. Because these points are rare 
in Interior Alaska and the Yukon, this paper acts as both an introduction to this form and a 
call for similar identifications in the region. 

 

[23] Alexander Fedorchenko (Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography of the Siberian 

Branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences: Novosibirsk, Russia) 

 

New data on the earliest Upper Palaeolithic personal ornaments of Kamchatka 

 

SESSION 5: Beringia: Shared Heritage 
 
Personal ornaments are the most massive category of non-utilitarian items known in the Upper 

Palaeolithic of Beringia. Here we present the new results of the comprehensive study of the 

production technology, functions and spatial context of the stone adornments from the Ushki I 

site in Kamchatka. The ornaments production involved selecting and transporting raw material 

to the site, preparing blanks and preforms by grinding, drilling, ornamenting and polishing. The 

spatial and traceological analysis shows the use of beads and pendants as personal wearable 

adornments and elements of clothing decoration. This study was supported by Russian Science 

Foundation (Project №22-28-02036). 
 

[24] Brooke Fisher, Kevin Huo, and Sheri Karikomi (University of Alaska Fairbanks) 

 

Come Clubbing with Us! A Community Update by the UAF Student Anthropology Society 

 

SESSION 11: Student Papers in Anthropology 
 
This presentation provides an overview of the ongoing activities and recent outcomes of the 
efforts by the UAF Anthropology Society. Sharing on behalf of our student club, the 
presenters will update the Alaska anthropology community on involvement of the club 
leadership from the current and recent cohorts, the experience of hosting club events 
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during and prior to the Covid-19 pandemic, and the work of the Speaking of Anthropology 
radio show that airs weekly on KSUA. Our aim is to help foster further collaboration with 
students, student organizations, researchers, and educators studying, teaching, and 
practicing anthropology in and/or of Alaska and the North.  

[25] Jonathan Flood (National Park Service) and Sarah Cash (Skagway Traditional Council) 

Bank Erosion, Landslides, and Archeological Resources at Klondike Gold Rush National 

Historical Park. 

SESSION 6: Climate Change, Accelerated Erosion, and Cultural Heritage Management in 
Alaska 

This paper describes past and future erosional loss of in-situ cultural resources at the 
Chilkoot Trail and Dyea National Historic Landmark (NHL) and management responses 
employed by the National Park Service in cooperation with Local Traditional Councils. The 
NHL commemorates the 1897-1899 stampede to the Yukon goldfields but encapsulates an 
area with deep Tlingit cultural traditions that continue to the present. Herein we discuss: 1) 
the complex human-environmental factors accelerating erosion; 2) hazards to known 
archeological deposits; 3) the strengths and shortcomings of past management efforts; 4) 
current 5-year mitigation plan; and 5) preliminary archeological survey results. 

[26] Stacey Fritz (Cold Climate Housing Research Center, National Renewable Energy Lab) 

Pre-fabricating Alaskan Housing Security?  A COVID-times ethnographic inquiry into housing 

and innovative Arctic shelter solutions   

SESSION 4: Contributed Papers in Cultural Anthropology 

Affordable housing solutions are challenging anywhere, and housing for Alaska Natives in 
remote communities involves extra complications including logistics, climate, financing, 
and possible relocations. With the pandemic exacerbating Alaska’s severe housing crisis, 
we explore its effects on housing insecurity, the construction industry, and attitudes toward 
pre-fab homes while tracking two pre-fab building projects. Promoters contend the 
pandemic is accelerating a building industry shift towards pre-fab: within a decade it will 
transform to democratized housing accessible to all. Considering the failures of many once-
lauded housing projects, we present a cautious case around pre-fab's potential for socio-
environmental appropriate housing in Alaska.   
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[27] Caroline Funk (University of Buffalo), Nicole Misarti (University of Alaska Fairbanks), 

Lorrie Rea (University of Alaska Fairbanks), and Julie Avery (University of Alaska Fairbanks) 

The long history of mercury in Aleutian marine food webs, Year 2 of the Aleutian Mercury 

Dynamics project 

SESSION 12: Contributed Papers in Archaeology 2 

Year 2 of “Mercury dynamics from the Holocene to the Anthropocene,” our interdisciplinary 
project focused on mercury in Arctic food webs, is complete. Our systematic sampling of 
Pacific cod, Northern fur seal, and Steller sea lion from ancestral Unangam middens 
continues from east to west. Stable isotope and mercury analyses of faunal samples from 
Sanak and the Fox Islands show changing patterns over time that may coincide with climate 
shifts. Sampling from Rat Islands middens suggests differences in cod harvesting by 
ancestral Unangax^ from east to west, further demonstrating the importance of integrating 
heritage community resource use into paleobiochemical studies. 

[28] Roberta Gordaoff (UiT The Arctic University of Norway) 

Unangan Place-Making at Chernofski 

SESSION 7: Recent Archeological and Historical Research at Chernofski Village on Unalaska 
Island, Alaska 

The Unangax^ of the Aleutian Islands practiced place-making over millennia. Their 
interconnected social landscapes consist of sites, homes, networks of sites and the places, 
or landscape, between. Places persisting on the landscape today still visible as house 
depressions, middens, lookout and defense sites, burial caves and umqan. One or more 
communities lived around Chernofski Harbor on western Unalaska Island until the 20th 
century including families traceable over centuries of census records. 

[29] Anjuli Grantham (Alaska State Museum) 

Emergency Preparedness and Disaster Response for Alaska Heritage 

SESSION 6: Climate Change, Accelerated Erosion, and Cultural Heritage Management in 
Alaska 

Climate change is hazardous for Alaska's heritage and heritage organizations. Heritage 
stewards and institutions can mitigate their own exposure to these hazards through 
emergency preparedness and response trainings and plans. Alaska heritage stewards and 
emergency managers are beginning to explore the creation of a heritage emergency 
network in Alaska. Working together we can be more effective at preserving Alaska's 
history, culture, collections, and institutions from the ravages of climate change. 
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[30] Stormy Hamar (Kaigani Haida) 

Wondering Through Time with a Southeast Alaskan Haida Dugout Canoe Maker 

SESSION 1: Cloaked in Mist: The Cultural Heritage and Archaeology of Prince of Wales 
Island  

On a hurricane-like night in the 1960s, a Haida was born in Southeast Alaska. He grew up on 
a floathouse with his parents and brother. His great-grandmother lived with them in his 
younger years. She spoke only Haida fluently, never having learned to speak more than 
broken English. They equaled the sea lion or the gumboot in their environment. During their 
school years the boys traveled to school in a red cedar dugout canoe. Exploring questions 
of an indigenous person as he travels through time. 

[31] Yu Hirasawa (University of East Asia), Eugénie Gauvrit Roux (ArchaeoZOOlogy in 

Siberia and Central Asia, French National Centre for Scientific Research), Yan Axel Gómez 

Coutouly (French National Centre for Scientific Research), and Charles E. Holmes (University 

of Alaska Fairbanks) 

Evaluation of the Swan Point CZ4b Microblade Assemblage through Comparison of Microblade 

and Burin Technologies in Beringia 

 
SESSION 3: New Archaeological Research in the Middle Tanana Valley 
 

Recent genetic studies revealed the earliest population in Alaska was Ancient Beringians 
(AB). Although both AB and Ancestral Native American (ANA) can trace back to Ancient 
Northern Siberian, AB is genetically far from the ANA. The Swan Point Cultural Zone 4b 
(CZ4b) is the earliest and only known Yubetsu microblade assemblage in Eastern Beringia 
and might be the first AB population in Alaska. Comparison of the Yubetsu technologies in 
Beringia will provide useful information to define the AB. In this poster, we conduct 
typological and technological comparison of microblade and burin technologies in Beringia 
to evaluate the Swan Point CZ4b. 

[32] Charles Holmes (University of Alaska Fairbanks), Ben Potter (University of Alaska 

Fairbanks), and Joshua Reuther (University of Alaska Museum of the North) 

An Updated Synthesis for the Cultural Sequence in the Tanana Valley, Alaska 

SESSION 13: Poster Presentations 

Archaeological data for the Tanana Valley region has expanded over the past two decades 
and there is a need to synthesize nomenclature across archaeology sites. Investigators have 
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reported on archaeological components using varying naming systems for increasingly 
complex records. In general, archaeologists have documented components that are fitted 
into familiar cultural traditions and complexes; however, not all components have assigned 
affiliations. We examine archaeological chronologies through stratigraphy, radiocarbon 
data, and key tool types at the assemblage level. Our goals are to evaluate ostensible 
cultural designations and provide a common terminology across the region.  

[33] Anne Jensen (IHLC, North Slope Borough) 

Approaches to Eroding Sites: Lessons Learned 

SESSION 6: Climate Change, Accelerated Erosion, and Cultural Heritage Management in 
Alaska 

The reality of accelerated erosion finally is becoming clear to those responsible for cultural 
heritage management.  The problem is acute and growing, nowhere more so than in Alaska.  
“Preserve in place” is no longer the only approach to cultural resources. We now must find 
new ways to preserve heritage at risk, while making it readily available to the descendant 
community and the broader public. This paper reflects on lessons learned from a variety of 
approaches used over nearly 40 years of work in Alaska, the vast majority on eroding 
coastal sites. 

[34] Norma Johnson (Chickaloon Traditional Village Council) 

Tribal Consultation in Section 106 in Alaska  

Session 8: Anthropology by Alaska Native Researchers           

On January 26, 2021, newly inaugurated President Biden issued a Memorandum for the 
Heads of Executive Departments and Agencies regarding Tribal Consultation and 
Strengthening Nation to Nation Relationships. A year into the new administration, how are 
the federal agencies in Alaska fairing in tribal consultation under Section 106 in Alaska? 
Does the Indigenous perspective on tribal consultation differ from the agency perspective? 
As a newer professional Indigenous archaeologist, how should we be engaging in tribal 
consultation respectfully but still fulfill our federal requirements of a good faith effort?  

This paper will discuss recent and ongoing issues with tribal consultation from the 
Indigenous perspective while reviewing some statements, behaviors, and actions created 
by federal agency representatives that have been perceived as inappropriate or 
disrespectful by the tribal entities. Furthermore, will offer advice to avoid issues when 
interacting with tribes. 
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[35] Abigail Judkins (University of New Mexico) 

Market Integration and Human-Environment Interactions in Northern Alaska: Data from the 

Walakpa Site 

SESSION 12: Contributed Papers in Archaeology 2 

In northern Alaska, interactions between traders and whalers varied through time and 
changed how humans exploited the animals in this region. Did increased focus on animals 
for commercial resources lead to changes in the species exploited for food? In this paper, 
we use results from a study on the Thule and historic zooarchaeological assemblages from 
the Walakpa site to examine the effects of commercial trading on animal populations and 
human subsistence. We use zooarchaeological methods to consider the significance of 
these changes for understanding the environmental impact of increasing market integration 
for this region in the 19th and 20th centuries. 

[36] James Kari (Alaska Native Language Center) 

The Role of Dene Geo-linguistic Information in Alaska Prehistory 

SESSION 12: Contributed Papers in Archaeology 2 

Forty-five years of cumulative dictionary and place names files on ten adjacent Alaska Dene 
languages has led to two companion theories: the Proto-Dene Lex Loci (PDLL) and Dene 
Interrupted Synthesis Word Formation (DISWF). Advances in these theories during the past 
five years prompt numerous Sapirian time perspective hypotheses: The Lower Tanana 
Table of Headwords is a highly interdisciplinary cosmographic outline; Claims of Kari 2019 
that specific Dene names were coined at high water levels of GLA in the 11th millennium are 
bolstered by VanderHoek (to appear) and the Kari-Smith 2021 kernel density map of over 
12,600 rule-driven Dene place names; and Layered string-like word formation in Alaska 
Dene can be refined with verb complex charts, verb theme lists, and the analysis of groups 
of derivational strings.   

[37] Jennifer Kielhofer (Desert Research Institute, University of Arizona) 

Soil bacterial compounds and temperature reconstruction at early archaeological sites of the 

Middle Tanana Valley, central Alaska 

SESSION 3: New Archaeological Research in the Middle Tanana Valley 

Aeolian deposits throughout the middle Tanana Valley of central Alaska are valuable 
archives of paleoenvironmental change since the Last Glacial Maximum (c. 21,000-19,000 
cal yr BP). Here we use soil bacterial compounds, known as branched GDGTs, from buried 
soils to reconstruct air temperature at six early archaeological sites (c. 14,000 cal yr BP to 
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Holocene). Our record shows little evidence of glacial cooling and indicates that central 
Alaska was uniquely “warm” during the deglacial, which may have initially attracted humans 
to this region. Temperatures also remain relatively stable, suggesting that temperature 
variability was not the main driver of archaeological change. 

[38] Rick Knecht (University of Aberdeen, Nunalleq Culture and Archaeology Center) 

Climate Change and Preservation at the Nunalleq Site, Quinhagak, Alaska 

SESSION 6: Climate Change, Accelerated Erosion, and Cultural Heritage Management in 
Alaska 

The Nunalleq site (c. 1420-1675 AD), a pre-contact Yupik occupation, is steadily being 
degraded by the combined effects of climate change. Since 2009 Qanirtuuq, Inc. the 
ANCSA village corporation of Quinhagak, Alaska and the University of Aberdeen in Scotland 
have partnered to recover more than 100,000 artifacts, most made from organic materials 
such as wood, leather, and grass. Hair, fur, feathers, baleen, insect remains, gutskin and 
other rarely preserved materials are also present. This paper discusses the preservation 
challenges we encountered in a large-scale excavation of this nature and the community-
based approach that proved crucial to addressing them. 

[39] Kathryn E. Krasinski (Adelphi University), Fran Seager-Boss (Chickaloon Native 

Village and Knik Tribe), and Angela Wade (Chickaloon Native Village) 

Community Archaeology in the Matanuska Watershed 

SESSION 12: Contributed Papers in Archaeology 2 

Oral history and collaborative community archaeology in the Talkeetna Mountains within 
the Matanuska Watershed have provided physical evidence corroborating oral history. The 
discovery of new archaeological sites shows a positive correlation with Dene place names. 
Fieldwork corroborated how nexus points within the Talkeetna Mountains facilitated 
subsistence, trails, and social networks. While the alpine zone continues to be poorly 
inventoried, our collaborative fieldwork indicates the Talkeetna mountains were an integral 
part of Dene past and current life. 

[40] Yoko Kugo (University of Alaska Fairbanks), Michael Koskey (University of Alaska 

Fairbanks), Go Iwahana (University of Alaska Fairbanks), Shirow Tatsuzawa (Hokkaido 

University), Kazuyuki Saito (Research Institute for Humanity and Nature), Yu Hirasawa 

(University of East Asia) 

Community-based Participatory Food Life History Projects in Siberia and Alaska  
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SESSION 4: Cultural Anthropology 

This presentation is a progress report on the study of “food life history,” ”the history of 
harvest, preservation, and preparation of local fish, meat and plants” in northern 
communities in Siberia and Alaska. Underground food storage practices have changed 
similarly due to rapid environmental fluctuations and the arrival of modern education, 
technologies, and economy. We also discovered some different conditions using 
underground storage between the countries due to their government systems and 
economies. We will present our contact and negotiation methods for collaboration with 
communities, our conduct of ethnographic fieldwork to gain local perspectives, and our 
continued work with communities. 

[41] Anne Lally and Caroline Funk (University at Buffalo) 

Who tended the gardens? Tracing Unangax̂ foodways through the historical record and beyond 

SESSION 4: Cultural Anthropology 

As a cultural anthropologist with experience in traditional foodways (Lally) and an 
archaeologist working extensively in the Aleutian Islands (Funk), our project interrogates the 
absence of daily practices and heritage knowledge associated with precolonial/colonial 
Unangax̂ foodways from the historical record. We are interested in how this knowledge 
endured and evolved through colonization, and the role of women in this sphere through 
time. Our research draws on preliminary archaeological data showing Unangax̂ ancestors 
engaged in land management practices that could indicate plant management prior to 
Russian contact. We plan to continue this research as a fully collaborative effort with 
Unangax̂ communities. 

[42] Nils "Buster" Landin (Purdue University) 

A Review of the Antiquity and Distribution of Intertidal Fishing Technology in Southeast Alaska 

and Future Research Inquiry 

SESSION 12: Contributed Papers in Archaeology 2 

Important questions related to the innovation of intertidal fishing on the Pacific Northwest 
Coast of North American remain including when and where different versions of this 
technology were first used. This presentation provides a brief overview of this phenomenon 
in Southeast Alaska using GIS. Additionally, we offer suggestions for future research using 
remote sensing and geoarchaeological methods, as well as Tlingit oral history, to 
investigate the antiquity of this technology and its relationship to the migration of clans, as 
well as changes in salmon abundance over time.  
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[43] Steve Lanford (Bureau of Land Management) 

Identifying Canned Army Rations in Early 20th Century Alaska 

SESSION 13: Poster Presentations 

Examples from can dumps associated with EAG-044, U.S. Army Signal Corps Wireless 
Telegraph Station (1908-1921). 

[44] François Lanoë (University of Arizona; Museum of the North), Joshua Reuther 

(University of Alaska Fairbanks, Museum of the North), Charles Holmes (University of Alaska 

Fairbanks), Ripan Malhi (University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign), Kyndall Hildebrandt 

(Museum of the North), Kelsey Witt (Brown University), and Alida de Flamingh (University 

of Illinois Urbana-Champaign) 

Large Canid Remains from Late Pleistocene and Early Holocene Occupations of the Middle 

Tanana Valley 

SESSION 3: New Archaeological Research in the Middle Tanana Valley 

Large canid remains are a rare occurrence in early archaeological occupations throughout 

Beringia and the Americas. They hold significant potential to contribute to the understanding of 

human-canid relationships, particularly that of dog domestication, and human ecological impact 

on megafauna communities. Here we report the recent discovery and analysis of large canid 

remains at the sites of Swan Point and Hollembaekâ€™s Hill, middle Tanana valley. Large 

canid remains at these sites date between 14,000-8,000 cal B.P. Excavations as well as 

zooarchaeological and DNA analyses will clarify the context of these specimens, their 

taxonomy, and potential to inform archaeological and paleontological debates. 

[45] Miranda LaZar (University of Arizona) 

Human-Bird Interactions at Palangana: Analysis of Lagopus Remains from a Nunamiut 

Residential Site in Alaska 

SESSION 12: Contributed Papers in Archaeology 2 

Nunamiut hunter-gatherers relied on ptarmigan to supplement highly seasonal large game. 
To understand the archaeological consequences of human-bird interactions in arctic tundra 
environments, this study examines the remains of two species of ptarmigan (Lagopus 
lagopus and Lagopus muta) from the proto-historic period Nunamiut winter residential site 
of Palangana. Analysis of avifaunal remains includes assessment of skeletal part 
representation and examination of cut marks. I also propose a method using osteometrics to 
distinguish between the two ptarmigan species. The assemblage shows a greater 
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representation of Lagopus muta and reflects multiple butchering stages, possible 
consumption by dogs, and filleting and dismembering behaviors. 

[46] Amber Lincoln (University of Alaska Fairbanks), Varpu Lotvonen (University of Alaska, 

Fairbanks), Patrick Plattet (University of Alaska, Fairbanks) 

 

Co-curating the visual histories and legacies of Alaska reindeer herding 

SESSION 5: Beringia: Shared Heritage 

The National Museum of the American Indian houses a collection of photographs from 1905 
taken by government agent, Frank C. Churchill. These photographs have served as the entry 
point in which to explore reindeer herding histories and their legacies for Alaska Native 
communities. This presentation describes the mixed methodologies used by project 
researchers to piece together the multi-cultural history of reindeer herding in Alaska. Visual 
repatriation, archival and museological research and ethnographic documentation in the 
Beringia region led researchers and participants to imagine new directions for curating 
these histories.    

[47] Leslie McCartney (University of Alaska Fairbanks) 

Observing the Effects of Climate Change in Two of Alaska’s National Parks Project Jukebox 

SESSION 6: Climate Change, Accelerated Erosion, and Cultural Heritage Management in 
Alaska 

Through oral history interviews, this project compares and contrasts long-time residents of 
Nome and National Park Service employees about the effects of climate change they have 
witnessed in and around the Bering Land Bridge National Preserve with those of residents 
of Skagway Alaska who talk about their observations of change in and around Klondike 
Gold Rush National Historical Park. Interviewees discuss the various effects of climate 
change on fauna, flora, humans and that adaptions all are making to these changes. 

[48] Haley K. McCaig (Cultural Resource Consultants LLC, University of Alaska Fairbanks) 

Modified Bone Analysis of Chernofski Village Site (Ikalga). Results of 2019 Excavations. 

SESSION 7:   Recent Archeological and Historical Research at Chernofski Village on 
Unalaska Island, Alaska 

2019 excavations at  Chernofski Village identified both pre and post-contact deposits that 
contained modified bone. This paper provides an overview of the modified bone analysis, 
including baseline data, unique aspects of the site, and attempts to place the site within a 
broader regional context. 
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[49] Lorena Medina Martínez (University of Alaska Anchorage, Instituto Nacional de 

Antropología e Historia) 

 

Spanish Identity Through the Material Remains of the First Cathedral of New Spain  

 

SESSION 12: Contributed Papers in Archaeology 2 
 

After the arrival of the Spanish invaders in Mexico, in 1519, a reconfiguration of the political, 
social and religious sphere started happening. Among these changes, and for the specific 
case of the capital of the Aztec empire, Spaniards appropriated this space to establish a 
capital under Spanish parameters, redesigning the architecture. In this presentation I will 
talk about the basis of my Master’s thesis at the University of Alaska Anchorage, regarding a 
specific structure, the first cathedral of new Spain and how its material remains are a 
testament to the Spanish display of architecture, cultural and religious characteristics. 

 

[50] Benjamin Miller (University of Alaska Anchorage) 

 

SedaDNA Recovery from the Central Aleutians Upland Archaeological Project: Methodological 

Development and Preliminary Results 

 

SESSION 11: Student Papers in Anthropology 
 
Sedimentary ancient DNA (sedaDNA) analysis is an emerging archaeological technique that 
eliminates the need for destructive testing by extracting DNA deposited in soil rather than 
directly sampling organic materials. sedaDNA is also informative when organic materials are 
too damaged for traditional methods. This presentation outlines the methodological 
development of sedaDNA analyses on neoglacial sediment samples from an upland house 
site in the central Aleutian Islands (ADK-00237). Initial results indicate potential DNA 
deposits of human, Steller sea lion, bowhead whale, and sea otter near the hearth at ADK-
00237. Associated molecular techniques and bioinformatics analysis are discussed within 
the archaeological context.  
 

[51] Hollis K. Miller (University of Washington) 

 

Learning from Ing’yugmiut: Fieldwork and Storytelling at the Ing’yuq Site (KOD-114) 

 

SESSION 12: Contributed Papers in Archaeology 2 
 

Ing’yuq is an ancestral Sugpiaq/Alutiiq village located on Sitkalidak Island in the Kodiak 
Archipelago. Ing’yuq was a substantial winter village prior to the arrival of Russian fur 
traders, and Sugpiaq ancestors continued to reside there well into the colonial period. In this 
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paper, I discuss how the Ing’yuq community managed some of the challenges of Russian 
colonialism, including direct violence, conscripted labor, and epidemic disease. This 
discussion draws from the preliminary results of faunal, spatial, and artifact analysis of 
Ing’yuq materials collected during 2021 and I interpret how those materials are telling 
stories of Ing’yugmiut and Sugpiaq survivance. 
 

[52] Lydia Mills (U.S. Forest Service) 

 

Understanding Tlingit World View in an Archaeologic Framework 

SESSION 1: Cloaked in Mist: The Cultural Heritage and Archaeology of Prince of Wales 
Island  

Investigation of Tlingit ethnographic events reveal correlations to archaeological and 
biologic events in Southeastern Alaska. Archaeology has begun to corroborate this history 
through geologic and archaeologic study, however archaeologists are not well versed in 
ethnographic interpretation. Failure to understand Tlingit world view has left indicators of 
time and events unnoticed in oral accounts. Continuing forward, ethnographic information 
might provide predictive modeling for human habitation as well as geologic events for 
future study.  

 

[53] Jason Miszaniec and Isabelle Paulsen (University of Wisconsin-Madison) 

 

Among Fish and Flies: Preliminary results of zooarchaeological and paleoethnobotanical 

analysis of sediment samples from Nukleet (NOB-001; 1185-1465 cal CE), Norton Sound. 

 

SESSION 12: Contributed Papers in Archaeology 2 
 
Bulk sediment samples can contribute high resolution subsistence and paleo-
environmental data from archaeological sites excavated prior to the adoption of modern 
zooarchaeological and paleoethnobotanical recovery methods. We present preliminary 
results of faunal and botanical analyses of sediment samples collected from Nukleet (NOB-
001; 1185-1465 cal CE), Norton Sound, out of J. Louis Gidding’s 1948 excavation trench. 
Findings reveal that saffron cod and salmonberries were a crucial resource and 
complement previously identified marine mammal remains. These data shed novel insight 
on Nukleet coastal subsistence strategies which may otherwise be absent from the analysis 
of tool technologies or reliance on unscreened faunal samples. 
 

[54] Nathan Mitchell and Hollis K. Miller (University of Washington) 

 

Secrets of the Shrubs: Using dendrochronology to establish fine-grain chronologies for historic 

archaeological sites in Kodiak, Alaska 
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SESSION 11: Student Papers in Anthropology 
 
Late precolonial and early colonial archaeological sites can be difficult to date in Alaskan 
contexts, especially where introduced trade goods are sparse yet sites are still too recent 
for accurate radiocarbon dates. Here, we discuss the potential of building fine-grain 
chronologies from dendrochronological analysis of shrub trees (Alnus sp., Betula sp., Salix 
sp.) in the Kodiak Archipelago. Our intention is to create a chronology at the decadal scale 
or finer for the Ing’yuq site, a colonial-era Sugpiag village. With this fine-grain chronology, 
we will be able to study the differences in deposits from before and during the Russian 
colonial period. 

[55] Aubrey Morrison (Cultural Resource Consultants LLC) 

Visualizing Historic Chernofski 

SESSION 7: Recent Archeological and Historical Research at Chernofski Village on Unalaska 
Island, Alaska 

As a result of the recent work at the Chernofski Village site, researchers have found several 
historic photographs of the village, archived in collections around the world.  These 
photographs span the late 1800s through World War II.  This paper will focus on the early 
(pre-WWII) photographs and descriptions of Chernofski.  The images collected provide 
glimpses into subsistence methods, housing styles, and the general layout of the village, 
aiding in the interpretation of the site by archaeologists.  

[56] Allison Neterer (University of Victoria) 

Early Holocene Lithic Reduction Strategies at the Kilgii Gwaay Archaeological Site, Haida 

Gwaii 

SESSION 1: Cloaked in Mist: The Cultural Heritage and Archaeology of Prince of Wales 
Island 

Kilgii Gwaay is a 10,000-year-old intertidal site in Haida Gwaii, British Columbia, ancestral 
home of the Haida Nation.  Kilgii Gwaay boasts extensive lithic, floral, and faunal 
components.  Stone tools, cores and debitage were excavated by the Haida Nation and 
partners.  Lithic core technology includes unidirectional, multidirectional, centripetal and 
discoidal cores.  This research examines the centripetal core technology and resulting 
flakes, often likened to Levallois technology.  Similar techniques are identified at Southeast 
Alaskan Pleistocene-Holocene sites.  I examine the reduction strategy at Kilgii Gwaay, 
compare it to classic Levallois technology, and compare the findings with core 
technologies in some Southeast Alaskan sites. 
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[57] Molly Odell, Amy Steffian, Patrick Saltonstall (Alutiiq Museum and Archaeological 

Repository) 

Alutiiq Rock Art – Abstract Petroglyphs from the Kodiak Archipelago 

SESSION 10: Contributed Papers in Archaeology 1 

Rock art is well known from the Alutiiq world. In the Kodiak Alutiiq region, petroglyphs were 
created in at least 29 locations. The best-known examples contain representational images 
– people, animals, and objects. Research conducted by the Alutiiq Museum has focused on 
a less well-known style of petroglyph – abstract designs of pits and lines. Abstract artwork 
can be challenging to interpret, but Alutiiq ancestors left clues in other artforms, nearby 
archaeological sites, historical and modern cultural knowledge, and in the types of 
environments where these designs were created. This presentation summarizes these sites 
and places them in cultural and temporal contexts. 

[58] Katelyn O'Keefe (University of Calgary) 

Documenting and Monitoring the Impacts of Climate Change on Heritage using UAV 

Photogrammetry: A Case Study from Qikiqtaruk, Yukon 

SESSION 6: Climate Change, Accelerated Erosion, and Cultural Heritage Management in 
Alaska 

Qikiqtaruk (formerly called Herschel Island) is located 70km east of the Alaska / Yukon 
Border. Heritage features on the island represent a nearly continuous occupation from 800 
years ago to the present (Inuvialuit archaeological sites and historic structures). Coastal 
erosion and more frequent flooding events associated with climate change put these 
features at risk. UAV (i.e., drone) imagery from 2017 and 2019 has been analyzed for change, 
using two change detection techniques. This talk will discuss the change detection results 
and how the procedures can be used to develop a monitoring strategy for the island and for 
other circumpolar heritage sites.  

[59] Kelsey Pennanen (University of Calgary) 

Digitizing and Documenting Change of Ice Patch Landscapes in Southern Yukon 

SESSION 6: Climate Change, Accelerated Erosion, and Cultural Heritage Management in 
Alaska 

Ice patch landscapes reveal to all Canadians the tenacity and longevity of Indigenous 
history, evidenced by the breathtaking millennia-old objects revealed. The talk discusses 
the work undertaken using digital recording techniques, including 3D photogrammetry and 
immersive imagery to document hunting blind complexes associated with ice patches in 
high-altitude areas of Yukon territory. By compiling data on traditional hunting structures 
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using various aerial and terrestrial digital audio/video recording techniques, and associating 
them with archaeological recoveries, ecological activity, and Indigenous traditional 
knowledge this project will develop content for a virtual knowledge sharing platform to 
showcase the longstanding human interactions and hunting traditions. 

[60] Hollis A. Reddington (Cultural Resource Consultants LLC) 

(Roughly) 3,000 Years of Lithic Tool Specialization at Chernofski 

SESSION 7: Recent Archeological and Historical Research at Chernofski Village on Unalaska 
Island, Alaska 

Excavation at Chernofski in 2019 recovered over 23,200 lithic artifacts and debitage pieces. 
The oldest analyzed pieces radiocarbon date to over 2,000 years ago, likely closer to 3,000 
years ago. The substantial collection offers the opportunity to examine the choices the 
UnangaxÌ‚ people at Chernofski made when crafting lithic tools over a long period. I 
weighed, measured, and examined the lithics for breakage and usewear. I then analyzed 
them based on their provenience in the Amaknak, Late Aleutian, or post-contact phases. 
The analysis includes change over time in tool specialization and style, prevalence of 
expedient tools, and raw material choice. 

[61] Josh Reuther (University of Alaska Fairbanks, Museum of the North), Jeff Rasic 

(National Park Service), Ben Potter (University of Alaska Fairbanks), Chuck Holmes 

(University of Alaska Fairbanks), Sam Coffman (Museum of the North), Evelyn Combs 

(Healy Lake Village Council, Museum of the North), Briana Doering (University of Wyoming), 

Julie Esdale (Colorado State University), François Lanoë (University of Arizona, Museum of 

the North), Gerad Smith (University of Alaska Fairbanks) 

Obsidian Procurement and Use in the Middle Tanana Valley 

 
SESSION 3: New Archaeological Research in the Middle Tanana Valley 
 

Geochemical sourcing obsidian studies have a long history in archaeological research in the 
Tanana Valley, going back to John Cook’s initial studies in the late 1960s. Here, we present 
on our initial results from a large scale obsidian sourcing study across several well-dated 
components, including the Broken Mammoth, Delta River Overlook, Gerstle River, the Healy 
Lake Village, Mead, Pickup Sticks, and Swan Point sites in the middle Tanana Valley region. 
Our analysis includes around 2,500 obsidian artifacts that span all periods of the 
archaeological record in the region. 
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[62] Jason Rogers (Lake Clark National Park and Preserve) 

A wooden hunting bow from Lake Clark National Park and Preserve 

SESSION 5: Beringia: Shared Heritage 

In late September 2021, NPS employees found a carved wooden hunting bow in the waters 
of Telaquana Lake, in Lake Clark National Park and Preserve. The well-crafted bow 
measures 54 inches from tip to tip and is in a good state of preservation. The bow was 
transported to the National Park Service’s Alaska Regional Curatorial Center in Anchorage, 
where it is currently undergoing analysis and conservation treatment. Typology, 
manufacture, age, and other parameters will be presented. 

[63] Jason Rogers (Lake Clark National Park and Preserve) 

Two Archaeological Birch-bark Canoe Fragments from the Yukon River 

SESSION 10: Contributed Papers in Archaeology 1 

In the summer of 2017, a birchbark object was found eroding from a riverbank near the 
village of Tanana. The artifact was removed and eventually brought to the attention of the 
Tanana Chiefs Conference (TCC) in Fairbanks. Realizing that the find was potentially 
significant, TCC contacted the University of Alaska Museum of the North (UAMN), who 
determined that the find was a birchbark canoe fragment. Further research in the UAMN 
collections turned up fragments of another previously unrecognized birchbark canoe, from 
the city of Galena. These are the only known archaeological examples of birch-bark canoes 
from Alaska. 

[64] Monty Rogers (Cultural Alaska) 

We Can Do Better Than “Prehistory” and “Archaeological” in Alaska Anthropology 

SESSION 2: The Words we Use: The Language of Anthropology 

This presentation looks at “prehistory” and “archaeological,”  two words anthropologists 
often use for describing Indigenous heritage. “Prehistory” arranges Alaska Indigenous 
heritage around the arrival of Russian and European colonizers from the perspective of the 
colonizers. This bends and limits the understanding of Alaska’s past. Similarly, using 
“archaeological” as an adjective for ancestral Indigenous sites limits the understanding and 
preservation of these places. Archaeology, a method of study, has narrowed the 
importance of ancestral Indigenous sites in the National Historic Preservation Act’s Section 
106 process to the significance of their archaeological data and excluded values Tribes 
ascribe to these ancestral places.  
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[65] E. Gauvrit Roux (Institute of Archaeology SB RAS, University of Alaska Museum of the 

North), Y.A. Gómez Coutouly (Université Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne), Y. Hirasawa 

(University of East Asia), C.E. Holmes (University of Alaska Fairbanks) 

 

Human Adaptability to Late Glacial Environments: New Perspectives from Analysis of 

Procurement, Production, and Use of Stone Tools of Swan Point CZ4b, Alaska 

 

SESSION 13: Poster Presentations 
 
The end of the Last Glacial Maximum coincides with an increase of evidence of human 
occupation in subarctic and arctic zones including northern Eurasia and North America. The 
earliest known occupation of Alaska is Swan Point CZ4b (ca. 14000 cal. BP) which yields an 
assemblage associated with the Siberian Dyuktai complex. Through combined analysis of 
the modalities of procurement, production, and use of stone tools at Swan Point, this poster 
aims at better understanding which were the techno-economical solutions that allowed the 
adaptation of prehistoric societies of hunter-gatherers to the Late Glacial subarctic 
environments. 

[66] Paulina Rudnicka-Kępa (Institute of Oceanology of Polish Academy of Sciences) 

Impact of river runoff on heavy metal concentrations in bottom sediments of West Spitsbergen 

fjords in the era of climate change. 

SESSION 13: Poster Presentations 

Global environmental changes contribute to changes in pollution transport pathways and 
fate and in consequence can lead to an increase of pollutant discharge from so-called 
secondary sources. Three rivers of Svalbard (Reindalselva, Sassenelva, Diksonelva) have 
been selected for the study. Twelve sediment cores were collected to retrieve the history of 
marine sediments pollution by heavy metals. Heavy metal concentrations varied spatially, 
generally metal concentrations were slightly elevated at the river estuaries as compared to 
central fjord sediments. Due to high sediment accumulation rates, annual fluxes of heavy 
metals were the highest at the rivers estuaries as compared to fjord basins. 

[67] Patrick Saltonstall (Alutiiq Museum) 

Erosion and the Archaeological Record of the Kodiak Archipelago: A View from Sitkinak Island 

SESSION 6: Climate Change, Accelerated Erosion, and Cultural Heritage Management in 
Alaska 

In 2021, archaeologists documented settlements along the little studied coast of Sitkinak 
Island. Reports of enormous sites with sea mammal bone and pottery suggested Alutiiq 
ancestors hunted whales here. They also noted erosion. Research confirmed dramatic 
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shoreline loss – a quarter mile since the 1950s – and the destruction of village sites. This 
paper examines the Sitkinak finds and considers broader patterns of erosion from Kodiak 
survey data. Although erosion is very common, its impacts vary widely across space and 
time. Patterns of erosion reflect weather, sea level change, and tectonic activity and have 
important implications for interpreting Alutiiq history. 

[68] Nick Schmuck (University of Alaska Fairbanks) 

Geoarchaeology, LIDAR, and Oral Histories: What else lies beneath the Forest? 

SESSION 1: Cloaked in Mist: The Cultural Heritage and Archaeology of Prince of Wales 
Island 

The systematic testing of raised coastal terraces in southern Southeast Alaska has greatly 
expanded our understanding of coastal landscape use in the early Holocene, allowing a 
growing number of ancient cultural sites to be discovered and protected.  With refined 
chronologies and LIDAR laying bare the scars of glacial movements and post-glacial sea-
level change, we can better understand the world those people inhabited.  That world can 
be further contextualized through the consideration of Oral Histories, a complementary way 
of knowing.  History and the geoarchaeological context of our oldest known sites agree: we 
have more work to do. 

[69] Scott Shirar (UA Museum of the North), Jeff Rasic (National Park Service), Adam 

Freeburg (National Park Service), and Josh Reuther (UA Museum of the North/UAF) 

Feniak Lake and the Non-Coastal Ipiutak Sites of Alaska  

SESSION 10: Contributed Papers in Archaeology 1 

Excavated by Ed Hall in 1972 and 1973, a significant collection from Feniak Lake in Noatak 
National Preserve dating to the Ipiutak period was deposited at the University of Alaska 
Museum of the North in 2014. The collection, from a single house feature and consisting of 
nearly 5500 catalogued objects and samples, was completely inventoried, rehoused, and 
partially photographed over several years. In addition to this curatorial work, fourteen 
samples were chosen for radiocarbon dating to better refine the period of occupation. This 
paper presents these findings and outlines future research to better understand interior 
Ipiutak land-use in northern Alaska. 

[70] Nina Shultz (Atla-Collectors and Connectors in Religion and Theology) 

Conceptualizing Indigenous Knowledge among the Yup'ik 

 

SESSION 4: Cultural Anthropology 
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This paper seeks to describe indigenous knowledge both as a storehouse of culture 
composed of discrete pieces of knowledge and as a set of strategies implemented to 
adapt or to manage a changing natural and socio-cultural environment.  Using the 
examples of liturgical knowledge and language use among the Yup’ik people of the 
Kuskokwim River region indigenous knowledge can be viewed as an analytical tool which 
allows for these indigenous people not so much to react to a changing environment but to 
creatively manage multiple environments in which they act. 

[71] Gerad Smith (University of Alaska Fairbanks) 

What's in a name? Would that which we call The Past by any other name sound just as sweet? 

SESSION 2: The Words we Use: The Language of Anthropology 

It is common practice by western schools of thought to categorize different periods of the 
past by common arbitrary themes. For Alaskan archaeologists, our categories represent 
economic periods and modes of knowledge transmission. However, these categories are 
not used consistently in professional writing, and the phrasing we use has become 
problematic due to misuse in a variety of academic and non-academic settings. This paper 
explores these themes and presents some possible solutions for moving forward. 

[72] Gerad Smith (University of Alaska Fairbanks) 

The Potlatch House at the Pickupsticks Site 

 
SESSION 3: New Archaeological Research in the Middle Tanana Valley 
 

The Pickupsticks site in the Shaw Creek Flats of the Middle Tanana region represents a 
short-term occupation site of the early Athabascan tradition. In 2010, a large structural 
feature was identified there. Intermittent excavations over the following decade confirmed 
the structure was identical to traditional Alaska Native houses described from the nearby 
Goodpaster River village. This paper will describe the analytical results that strongly 
indicate the structure was intended and used for a single event, and why that event was 
likely a traditional potlatch ceremony. 

[73] Jane Smith (USDA- FS Tongass National Forest) 

The Shell Midden of Southeast Alaska 

SESSION 13: Poster Presentations 
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The temperate rainforest of southeast Alaska holds buried beneath centuries of forest 
accumulation a profound connection between Native Alaskans and their ancestral 
homeland. Countless well-preserved features reflect village and camp life through the 
remarkable preservation qualities of shell middens. In our study area archaeologists have 
recorded over 375 sites with shell midden features ranging in age from nearly 5000 years 
BP to protohistoric times. These refuse heaps, whether thick, thin, vast or discrete are an 
intriguing and informative product of historical use and can help unravel the cultural past. 

[74] Juliette Taieb (Université de Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne), Claire Alix (Université de Paris 

1 Panthéon-Sorbonne), Glenn P. Juday (University of Alaska Fairbanks, School of Natural 

Resources and Extension), Owen K. Mason (Institute of Arctic and Alpine Research, 

University of Colorado, Boulder) 

 

Tree-ring dating of Birnirk and Thule timbers (900-1700 CE) - A contribution to characterizing 

the Medieval Climate Anomaly in northwestern Alaska              
 
SESSION 10: Contributed Papers in Archaeology 1 
 
The early second millennium AD in Northwestern Alaska is a pivotal period for the 
emergence of Inuit culture at the end of the Medieval Climate Anomaly (950-1250 CE). We 
analyzed 282 architectural wood disks (Picea sp.) from five archaeological sites with the goal 
to refine the climatic resolution of the Thule sequence in the region. Using conventional 
tree-ring procedure, we successfully cross-dated 68 archaeological timbers with Giddings’ 
millennial Kobuk Valley master chronology (974-2002 CE). Hence, we doubled the number 
of trees contributing to the MCA period (950-1250 CE) and extended the Kobuk sequence 
back to 812 CE.  
 

[75] Natalia Tatarenkova (State Natural Biosphere Reserve «Komandorsky» named after S.V. 

Marakov) 

 

Systematic approach to place name research: Commander Islands case study 

 

SESSION 5: Beringia: Shared Heritage 
 
One of the main goals in place name study is correct interpretation of the toponyms, which 
may phonetically change over time. Sometimes, oral transmission and inaccurate recording 
lead to new, false meanings. Quite frequently mistakes are introduced by translation from 
one language to another. To minimize the mistakes, it is necessary to analyze wide array of 
information pertaining to the specific locations. This paper presents an example of such 
analysis, which resulted in 2021 publication of Russian-language volume “Toponyms of the 
Commander Islands.” This book is the product of twenty years of research in the fields of 
geology, fauna, flora, history of peopling of the islands, traditional subsistence use, and 
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genealogy of the Commander Islands Unangan people. Linguistic analysis considered both 
the local dialects of Unangam Tunuu, and specifics of different historic accounts composed 
by the researchers of different nationalities. 

[76] Sean Teeter (HDR)  

Preliminary Results of 2021 Data Recovery Mitigation for the Sterling Highway Realignment 

within the Sqilantnu Archaeological District 

SESSION 12: Contributed Papers in Archaeology 2   

Archaeological data recovery along the Sterling Highway corridor within the Sqilantnu 
Archaeological District (SEW-00282/KEN-00156) commenced throughout the 2021 field 
season in support of Sterling Highway 45-60 Project mitigation. The Sqilantnu 
Archaeological District is a dense concentration of archaeological sites centered around the 
confluence of the Kenai and Russian Rivers, near Cooper Landing Alaska. 2021 field 
investigations included data recovery at five sites in the District. This paper will discuss 
preliminary results of the 2021 work including identification, analysis, and preservation of 
archaeological birch bark; 3D modeling of surface depression features; results of sampled 
contexts; and artifact analysis. 

[77] Constance Thirouard (Université de Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne) and Claire Alix 

(Université de Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne)  

A Spatial Analysis of Ernest S. Burch's Ethnohistorical Model  

SESSION 10: Contributed Papers in Archaeology 1 

Ethnohistorian Ernest S. Burch, Jr. proposed a now well-known model for the precolonial 
socio-spatial organization of the Inupiat of Northwest Alaska between CE 1800 and 1850. 
We compiled and digitized Burch’s published and unpublished data into a geographical 
information system (GIS) to revisit his model using spatial analysis tools and methods. 

We reexamine the subsistence and settlement patterns of the Inupiat nations as well as 
their socio-economic interactions focusing on the case study of the Sisualik trade fair. We 
present the results of our spatial analysis, which reveals new information on the early 19th 
century Inupiaq settlement system.  

[78] Daniel Thompson (Cultural Resources Consultants LLC) 

First evidence of the post-contact at Chernovsky Village, Unalaska Island. Results of 2019 

excavations. 

SESSION 7: Recent Archeological and Historical Research at Chernofski Village on Unalaska 
Island, Alaska 
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This paper provides an overview of post-contact archaeological deposits identified at 
Chernovsky Harbor during a 2019 data recovery for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
Alaska District. Despite extensive World War 2 development, two intact historical 
components and dispersed artifacts confirm this as the location of the 19th Century village. 
The first is a thin paleosol dating to ca 1760-1830. The second represents a possible multi-
cultural household occupied in the first decade following the Alaska Purchase. A discussion 
will cover site activities, key and evocative artifacts, and outstanding topics for future 
research. 

[79] Richard VanderHoek (Alaska Office of History and Archaeology), John Jangala (Bureau 

of Land Management) and Joshua Reuther (UA Museum of the North/UAF) 

The Recovery of an Antler Atlatl from Tangle Lake, Tangle Lakes Archaeological District   

SESSION 10: Contributed Papers in Archaeology 1      

An antler artifact was recovered in 2020 from an abandoned beaver lodge on the edge of 
Tangle Lake in the Tangle Lakes Archaeological District.  The item was determined to be an 
atlatl made of caribou antler.  Beaver teeth gouge marks suggest the antler was recovered 
by the beaver from lake mud during construction of the lodge.  The antler atlatl has been 
radiocarbon dated to 1200 calendar years BP. This atlatl is the first “terrestrial” atlatl 
recovered in Alaska and the first from the boreal forest region of North America. 

[80] Douglas W. Veltre (University of Alaska Anchorage) 

Chernofski Village: Archaeological and Ethnohistorical Background to the 2019 Project 

SESSION 7: Recent Archeological and Historical Research at Chernofski Village on Unalaska 
Island, Alaska 

By Alaskan standards, archaeological investigations in the Aleutian Islands have a long 
history.  However, despite Chernofski Village’s large size, apparent substantial time depth, 
recent Unangax occupation, and World War II military importance, it was not until the 
investigations covered in this symposium that the site received intensive archaeological 
scrutiny. This review of earlier work places the Chernofski Harbor area in cultural and 
historical context, giving some perspective to the recent investigations detailed by 
subsequent contributions in this session. 

[81] Kyle Wark (Southcentral Foundation) 

Piloting a Cultural Resilience scale for Alaska Native peoples 

SESSION 8: Anthropology by Alaska Native Researchers           
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While culture has been affirmed in qualitative studies as a critical element of resilience 
among Indigenous peoples, that relationship remains unstudied from a quantitative 
perspective. Existing, validated resilience measurement scales (e.g., the Conner-Davidson 
Resilience Scale), do not assess connection to culture or cultural identity, and the behaviors 
they do assess are not necessarily those most salient to resilience from an Indigenous 
perspective. Many resilience measures are also deficit-based, measuring the absence of 
supports and other risk factors. This presentation will discuss a strengths-based 
questionnaire to quantitatively assess the presence of, or engagement with protective 
cultural factors related to Indigenous resilience. 

[82] Amanda Welsh (Welsh Whiteley Architects, LLC) 

 

Analysis of Wood Framed Building Remnants at Chernofski 

  

SESSION 7: Recent Archeological and Historical Research at Chernofski Village on Unalaska 
Island, Alaska 
 
Welsh Whiteley Architects, LLC (historic architects) assisted Cultural Resource Consultants 
LLC with analysis and written description of three historic wood-framed buildings at 
Chernofski, using photographs of the Chapel of the Epiphany of Our Lord at Chernofski 
Village, and of the remnants of a WWII-era mess hall and a vehicle maintenance garage.  
This presentation will address the process of analysis and documentation, and interesting 
features of the three buildings, including the variations in wood construction technology 
used in both eras. 
 

[83] Sebastian Wetherbee (University of Wyoming), Briana Doering (University of 

Wyoming), Joshua Reuther (University of Alaska Fairbanks), and Carol Gelvin-Reymiller 

(University of Alaska Fairbanks). 

 

Life Along the Lakeshore: a Faunal Analysis of a Late Holocene Lakeside Site in Interior Alaska 

 

SESSION 13: Poster Presentations 
 
Late holocene subsistence in interior Alaska are poorly understood, with a dearth of 
excavated sites with analyzed faunal assemblages. This is despite the known importance of 
lacustrine settings and resources in Dene oral histories as well as ethnographies from the 
post-contact period. In this study, zooarchaeological, taphonomic, and spatial analyses of 
the Bachner Site (XBD-00155) and Klein Site (XBD-00362) are presented.These assemblages 
indicate subsistence practices based on predictable, seasonally abundant resources, and a 
broad diet including fish, waterfowl, small mammals, and large ungulates. Evidence for 
marrow extraction, hot-rock cookery, and other practices is also presented.  
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[84] Brian T. Wygal (Adelphi University), Kathryn E. Krasinski (Adelphi University), 

Charles E. Holmes (University of Alaska Fairbanks), Barbara A. Crass (Museum of the 

North), and Kathlyn M. Smith (Georgia Southern University) 

Mammoth Ivory Rods from the Middle Tanana Valley, Alaska 

SESSION 3: New Archaeological Research in the Middle Tanana Valley 

The Holzman archaeological site, located along Shaw Creek in interior Alaska, contained 
two mammoth ivory rods dated 13,600-13,300 cal BP. These are the earliest known 
examples of osseous rod technology in the Americas. Beveled ivory, antler, and bone rods 
and points share technological similarities between Upper Paleolithic Europe, Asia, eastern 
Beringia, and the Clovis tradition of North America, and are therefore important tool types in 
understanding the late Pleistocene dispersal of modern humans. We describe the Holzman 
ivory tools in the broader context of late Pleistocene osseous technology with implications 
for acquisition and use of mammoth ivory in eastern Beringia. 

[85] Sveta Yamin-Pasternak and Igor Pasternak (University of Alaska Fairbanks) 

The “Bering Food Bridge” between “the Raw and the Cooked:” on the Anthro-speak of Food 

and Cuisine in Chukotka and the Neighboring Alaska 

SESSION 2: The Words We Use: The Language of Anthropology 

This reflection visits several turns in our communication about culture and cuisine in the 
region of the Bering Strait with different audiences. We examine how Claude Levi-Strauss’s 
seminal considerations of “the Raw and the Cooked”, “a word cluster that has become 
iconic in anthropology,“ continues to prompt the emergence of terms and concepts that 
scholars studying the social actions and biocultural processes surrounding food employ to 
discuss the products prepared by means of aging and fermentation. When words fail us, we 
turn to food porn. 

[86] Linda Finn Yarborough (Cultural Resource Consultants LLC) 

Historic Fabric from Excavations in 2019 at Chernofski Village, UNL-0034 

SESSION 7: Recent Archeological and Historical Research at Chernofski Village on Unalaska 
Island, Alaska 

During excavations at Chernofski Village in 2019, fabric fragments were recovered from 
early American period strata in several units. Analysis suggests that all are made of wool, 
and at least some are commercially woven. This paper presents results of the analysis, with 
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a brief discussion of commercial trade in fabric and garments documented for the late 19th 
and early 20th century in the Aleutian Islands. 

[87] Linda Finn Yarborough and Emily Corley (Cultural Resource Consultants LLC) 

 

Faunal Remains at Chernofski Village (UNL-0034), with Particular Attention to Seasonality and 

Temporal Consistency of Northern Fur Seal 

 

SESSION 13: Poster Presentations 
 
During the 2019 field season, Cultural Resource Consultants LLC excavated five 1- by 2-
meter units at Chernofski Village on western Unalaska Island.  Bulk faunal samples 
collected from each 10 centimeter stratigraphic level of two of the units were subsampled 
and identified.  This poster presents the various fauna from these units, along with 
information regarding the consistent presence of Northern Fur Seal remains of different 
ages throughout the strata.  These data suggest the continuation of fur seal rookeries in the 
immediate vicinity of Unalaska Island from approximately 2,000 years ago through the early 
American historical period. 

[88] Michael R. Yarborough (Cultural Resource Consultants LLC) 

Recent Archeological and Historical Research at Chernofski Village on Unalaska Island, Alaska 

SESSION 7: Recent Archeological and Historical Research at Chernofski Village on Unalaska 
Island, Alaska 

The presentation is an introduction to the session that focuses on recent research at 
Chernofski Village, a large UnangaxÌ‚ settlement on Unalaska Island.  In 2019, Cultural 
Resource Consultants LLC archaeologists undertook a Phase III investigation that included 
excavation of a representative area of the village.  Historical research and analysis of the 
recovered cultural material was completed in November 2021.  Radiocarbon dating and 
comparisons of diagnostic artifacts with other sites in the region confirm that the village was 
inhabited from at least 3,000 years ago to the late 1920s. 

[89] Itzel Yarger-Zagal and Christina Edwin (University of Alaska Fairbanks) 

 

Día De Los Muertos in Alaska: Indigenous Practices Honoring Life and Death from Mexico to 

Alaska 

 

SESSION 11: Student Papers in Anthropology 
 
Hello, welcome to our story, a collaboration of Indigenous women from Mexico and Alaska. 
On November 2 of 2021, Christina Edwin (Denaa and Chicana) and Itzel Zagal (Mexica, 
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Xochimilca and Chichimeca) participated in the community celebration of Día de Muertos 
hosted in the Nave (an Alaska Native owned venue) in Anchorage, Alaska. We had 
conversations, researched and designed an altar dedicated to Olga Ezi (an Ahtna woman, 
who became matriarch in the South Central Dena’ina communities of Alaska). Our intentions 
were to honor a Native woman and at the same time build a symbolic bridge between our 
communities. 
 

[90] Hannah Zimmerman (Stanford University, University of Alaska Bristol Bay) 

 

Towards A Remote-Rural Alaskan Economic Indicator: An Ethnographic Survey Examining 

Community Safety and Wellbeing in Bristol Bay (Iilgayaq), Alaska 

 

 SESSION 4: Cultural Anthropology 
 

Bristol Bay (Iilgayaq in Central Alaskan Yup’ik) is a remote rural region spanning Alaska’s 
southwest coast, home to the Yup’ik people and the world’s largest freshwater fishery. As a 
region with a mixed cash, subsistence, and informal economy, economic indicators can 
struggle to track and anticipate the performance of different aspects of the economy. This 
struggle results in community safety and wellbeing in Bristol Bay being a largely not 
understood area. In recent years, rapid and persistent changes to the climate, in which 
undeviating projected higher temperatures and more precipitation pose challenges to the 
social framework of the regional community, necessitating greater importance for 
understanding what exactly this framework is, in order to best protect it. This ethnographic 
study serves to communicate a survey introduction to community wellbeing in Bristol Bay, 
of which the author hopes will serve as the basis for larger exploration into economic 
indicators specific for Bristol Bay and other remote-rural Alaskan regions. 
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