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Clues 0 the Past Lay Buried Beneath the Region's Temperate Ralnforest

49th Meeting of the Alaska Anthropological Association

February 28—March 4, 2022 The Tlingit and Haida people of central southeast Alaska are a part of a cultural group that inhabits the region from Puget Sound in Washington State to Icy

Bay, north of Yakutat. Their Pre-contact society was based on a fishing economy substantially supplemented by hunting and gathering, with cultural
attributes that include art, oral traditions and a complex legal and social system. We are fortunate aspects of their lifeways are well-preserved in the
discarded remains of food processing activities, particularly those associated with shellfish harvest.
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Shell middens are readily detectable in the archaeological record because calcium carbonates from
shell enhances preservation by neutralizing the acidic soils characteristic of southeast Alaska,
stabilizing organic material that might otherwise degrade.
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second terraces above the beach.
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-’l compost-like nature of shell midden. Tipped trees are
common and readily expose what is buried beneath.

Bucket augers and
shovel tests provide
stratigraphic detail
and cultural material
for analysis.
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Test unit excavations can reveal site formation processes where
layers of shell deposit differ in content and age or a hiatus in
site use might be represented by an organic layer of
decomposing forest detritus.

Villages are large sites, perhaps over 1000 square meters,
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